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The material presented in this standard has been pre-
pared in accordance with recognized engineering prin-
ciples. This standard should not be used without first
securing competent advice with respect to its suitability
for any given application. The publication of the mate-
rial contained herein is not intended as a representation

FOREWORD

v

or warranty on the part of the American Society of
Civil Engineers, or of any other person named herein,
that this information is suitable for any general or par-
ticular use or promises freedom from infringement of
any patent or patents. Anyone making use of this infor-
mation assumes all liability from such use.
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1.0 GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This standard provides minimum requirements for
flood-resistant design and construction of structures
that are subject to building code requirements and that
are located, in whole or in part, in flood hazard areas.
This standard applies to new construction that
includes: (a) new structures, including subsequent 
work to such structures, and (b) work classified as
substantial repair or substantial improvement of an
existing structure that is not an historic structure (see
Fig. 1-1). 

The general provisions of this section shall apply
to all new construction and substantial improvements

in flood hazard areas. In addition to the requirements
of this section (see Fig. 1-2):

1. Section 2 shall apply to all new construction and
substantial improvements in Flood Hazard Areas
and High Risk Flood Hazard Areas except those
that are identified as Coastal High Hazard Areas
and Coastal A Zones; 

2. Section 3 shall apply to all new construction and
substantial improvements in High Risk Flood
Hazard Areas;

3. Section 4 shall apply to all new construction and
substantial improvements in Coastal High Hazard
Areas and Coastal A Zones; and

4. Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 shall apply to all new con-
struction and substantial improvements.

1

Flood Resistant Design and Construction

Is Work a Repair of a Substantially 
Damaged Existing Structure, or is 
Work Classified as a Substantial 
Improvement of an Existing Structure? 

New Structures, Including 
Subsequent Work on such 
Structures (e.g., Additions) 

Yes 
No 

Yes

No 

This Standard 
for Flood 
Resistant 
Design and 
Construction 
Applies 

This Standard 
for Flood 
Resistant 
Design and 
Construction 
Does Not 
Apply 

Is Structure 
Designated as 
a Historic 
Structure?

Consult Authorities 
Having Jurisdiction 

Over Historic 
Structures

Retains 
Historical 
Designation?

No Yes
 

FIGURE 1-1. Illustration of Application of this Standard.
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