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PLEASE NOTE:

The information contained in this document was obtained from sources believed to be reliable and is based on
technical information and experience currently available from members of the Compressed Gas Association, Inc.
and others. However, the Association or its members, jointly or severally, make no guarantee of the results and
assume no liability or responsibility in connection with the information or suggestions herein contained. Moreover,
it should not be assumed that every acceptable commodity grade, test or safety procedure or method, precaution,
equipment or device is contained within, or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or suggest
further requirements or additional procedure.

This document is subject to periodic review, and users are cautioned to obtain the latest edition. The Association
invites comments and suggestions for consideration. In connection with such review, any such comments or
suggestions will be fully reviewed by the Association after giving the party, upon request, a reasonable oppor-
tunity to be heard. Proposed changes may be submitted via the Internet at our website, www.cganet.com.

This document should not be confused with federal, state, provincial, or municipal specifications or regulations;
insurance requirements; or national safety codes. While the Association recommends reference to or use of this
document by government agencies and others, this document is purely voluntary and not binding unless adopted
by reference in regulations.

A listing of all publications, audiovisual programs, safety and technical bulletins, and safety posters is available
via the Internet at our website at www.cganet.com. For more information contact CGA at Phone: 703-788-2700,
ext. 799. E-mail: customerservice@cganet.com.

Work Item 20-019
Cylinder Specifications Committee

NOTE—No technical information has been changed from the 2014 edition. This reaffirmed edition may include
minor editorial changes.

NOTE—Appendix A (Informative) is for information only.

REAFFIRMED: 2020
THIRD EDITION: 2014
SECOND EDITION: 2008
FIRST EDITION: 1991
© 2014 The Compressed Gas Association, Inc. All rights reserved.

All materials contained in this work are protected by United States and international copyright laws. No part of this work may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical including photocopying, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system without permission in writing from The Compressed Gas Association, Inc. All requests for permission to
reproduce material from this work should be directed to The Compressed Gas Association, Inc., 8484 Westpark Drive, Suite 220,
McLean, VA 22102. You may not alter or remove any trademark, copyright or other notice from this work.
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1 Introduction

Title 49 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR) relating to cylinder markings was changed effective
January 1, 1983, and owner symbols were no longer required on cylinders [1]." Similarly, Canada’s Transporta-
tion of Dangerous Goods Regulations do not require ownership symbols to be stamped on cylinders [2]. The
Compressed Gas Association (CGA) and the compressed gas industry recognize the value of owner symbols on
cylinders and believe these valuable markings should be maintained. CGA serves as the registrar for permanent
owner symbols.

The revised 49 CFR states that, where additional information such as owner symbols is used, only one owner
symbol shall be permanently embossed on each cylinder. Such symbols shall only be removed or changed by
the owner or with the owner’s written permission [1]. When Transport Canada (TC) regulations adopted the Ca-
nadian standard CSA B339, Cylinders, spheres, and tubes for the transportation of dangerous goods, it dropped
the Canadian Transportation Commission’s (CTC) mandatory requirement for marking the name of the owner [2,
3]. CSA B339 permits additional markings including the name of the owner when authorized by the inspector.

Initially, owner symbol registration was controlled by the Bureau of Explosives (BOE) of the Association of Amer-
ican Railroads (AAR), as authorized by the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC). The U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) assumed responsibility for continuing the program in 1970 and maintained the program
until June 30, 1982.

The owner symbol registration program established by CGA registers owner symbols previously registered under
past programs and regulations. The CGA registration form also includes provisions and provides means for reg-
istering new, not previously registered, symbols.

For the first edition, CGA accepted all previously registered symbols (DOT, ICC, CTC, TC) and symbols in current
use, including duplicates [1, 2]. After the first edition, no duplicates will be accepted and added to the listing.

Those registering symbols with CGA will have their symbols and address listed in CGA C-16.1, CGA Cylinder
Owner’s Registration Symbols and Company Names [4]. C-16.1 will be reissued periodically to keep the list of
registered owner symbols current. The first edition of CGA C-16.1 included all registered symbols as of 1982.

2 Scope

This publication explains CGA’s program for registering cylinder ownership symbols and is intended for cylinder
owners and those interested in understanding cylinder ownership symbols.

3 General

During the period of registration by the BOE, DOT and CTC owner symbols were stamped on cylinders as re-
quired markings. This requirement no longer exists thus the new CGA registration program was developed.

Because of the long-term use life of cylinders, owner symbols are needed to indicate cylinder ownership. CGA
retains records of owner symbols registered in CGA C-16.1 so the rightful owner of a cylinder can be identified
throughout the lifetime of that cylinder. The cylinder manufacturer shall continue to retain those records required
by the federal regulations.

Federal regulations continue to mandate that cylinders shall be marked with the cylinder manufacturer's symbol
and serial number. DOT and TC believe that, for their purposes, the traceability of the origin of a cylinder can be
accomplished through the use of that manufacturer's symbol and serial number.

DOT and TC Hazardous Materials Regulations state that containers shall not be filled without the consent of the
owner of the containers (see 49 CFR 173.301(e) or Clause 5.1.1 of CSA 340, Selection and use of cylinders,
spheres, tubes, and other containers for the transportation of dangerous goods, class 2) [1, 5]. The facility charg-
ing the cylinder for shipment is required to have the consent of the cylinder owner and shall ensure that the
cylinder meets requirements of the regulations. It is the filler's responsibility to check the condition of the cylinders

" References are shown by bracketed numbers and are listed in order of appearance in the reference section.



