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Published by:

Electrostatic Discharge Association (ESDA) standards and publications are designed to serve the
public interest by eliminating misunderstandings between manufacturers and purchasers, facilitating
the interchangeability and improvement of products and assisting the purchaser in selecting and
obtaining the proper product for his particular needs. The existence of such standards and
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manufacturing or selling products not conforming to such standards and publications. Nor shall the
fact that a standard or publication is published by the Association preclude its voluntary use by non-
members of the Association whether the document is to be used either domestically or internationally.
Recommended standards and publications are adopted by the ESDA in accordance with the ANSI
Patent policy.

Interpretation of ESDA Standards: The interpretation of standards in-so-far as it may relate to a
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(This foreword is not part of ESD Association Standard Test Method ANSI/ESD STM97.2-2016)

FOREWORD

This standard test method? is intended to provide test methods for measuring the voltage on a
person in combination with footwear and floor materials as a system. This standard test method
covers all floor materials used to control Electrostatic Discharge (ESD) including floor mats, floor
coverings, coatings, paints and floor finishes together with footwear.

This standard test method is limited to defining procedures for measuring the voltage
accumulation on personnel in combination with footwear and floor materials. This test method
provides data that is relevant in the user’s specific environment, application and controlled
laboratory conditions.

A common source of electrostatic voltage on a person in a work environment is when a foot
separates from the floor while walking. The effect of this generation and accumulation of
electrostatic charge can be minimized with appropriate selection of the footwear/floor system.

To effectively control voltage on personnel, floor materials must be used in conjunction with static
control footwear. A footwear/flooring system that is conductive enough to discharge a person also
may pose a safety hazard. The work performed with these systems often entails the use of tools
and test instruments that operate at voltages high enough to cause electrical shock. The
presence of a footwear/flooring system tested using the methods described in this document will
not guarantee personnel safety.

This document was originally designated ESD STM97.2-1999 and approved on February 7, 1999.
ANSI/ESD STM97.2-2006 was a reaffirmation, re-designation of ESD STM97.2-1999 and was
approved on February 26, 2006. ANSI/ESD STM97.2-2016 is a revision of ANSI/ESD STM97.2-
2006 and was approved on March 18, 2016.

The following individuals contributed to the development of ANSI/ESD STM97.2-2016.

Dale Parkin, Chair
Seagate Technology

Kevin Duncan Reinhold Gaertner Gregory Manning
Seagate Technology Infineon Technologies AG NASA/Ares Technical Services
Charles McClain Gene Monroe Daniel O’Brien
Micron Technology NASA — LARC UDRI — Air Force
Timothy Prass Robert Vermillion Craig Zander
Raytheon RMV Technology Group, LLC Transforming Technologies

1 ESD Association Standard Test Method (STM): A definitive procedure for the identification, measurement and
evaluation of one or more qualities, characteristics or properties of a material, product, system or process that yield
reproducible test results.
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