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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 08165. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee BD-092, Housing Construction—Working Practices, to supersede 

AS/NZS 4994.2 (Int):2004, Temporary roof edge protection for housing and residential 

buildings, Part 2: Installation and dismantling. 

The objective of this Standard is to improve the safety of people performing any work on 

roofs. It provides guidance in the selection and use of roof edge protection equipment 

designed in accordance with AS/NZS 4994.1, Temporary edge protection, Part 1: General 

requirements and is intended to prevent workers from falling from roofs whilst performing 

any work or carrying out inspections on roofs of housing and residential buildings and 

commercial buildings. 

This Standard is an expansion of AS/NZS 4994.2(Int):2004, Temporary roof edge 

protection for housing and residential buildings Part 2: Installation and dismantling. 

For the previous edition of the Standard, the Committee considered roofs of various slopes 

and the dangers associated with working on steeper slopes. It was decided that roofs with a 

slope greater than 35° represented only a small minority of roofs. Such roofs require special 

work skills, equipment and techniques that are outside the scope of this Standard. This 

edition adheres to the same criterion. 

Each regulatory authority has provisions for controlling risks associated with working at 

heights in their occupational health and safety legislation. A regulatory authority may 

choose to reference this Standard in its legislation; however, it is important to recognize 

that compliance with this Standard does not necessarily mean compliance with the 

requirements of the relevant legislation in full. Persons using this Standard are advised to 

familiarize themselves with the full provisions of the relevant legislation. For example, in 

NSW, while there is a requirement to safeguard persons working at heights, there is also a 

requirement to control the risks associated with falling objects that are used in working at 

heights. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to figures are deemed to be requirements 

of this Standard. 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and 

guidance. 
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Australian/New Zealand Standard 

Temporary edge protection 
 

Part 2:  Roof edge protection—Installation and dismantling 

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies requirements and gives guidance for the selection, installation, use 

and dismantling of roof edge protection complying with AS/NZS 4994.1. It covers 

temporary roof edge protection for persons working on roofs of housing and residential 

buildings and commercial buildings having roof slopes of not greater than 35° to the 

horizontal. 

NOTE: This document is not a substitute for any Standard applying to scaffolding. 

1.2   EXCLUSION 

This Standard does not cover the containment of objects from falling from the roof of 

housing and residential buildings. 

1.3   APPLICATION 

Persons using this Standard are advised to familiarize themselves with the specific statutory 

requirements of States and Territories of Australia and New Zealand regarding occupational 

health and safety legislation, scaffolding and working at heights. 

NOTE: Users are reminded to check if the relevant legislation contains a requirement to also 

control the risks associated with falling objects. 

1.4   NORMATIVE REFERENCES 

The following documents are indispensable to the application of this Standard: 

NOTE: Documents referenced for informative purposes are listed in the Bibliography. 

AS 

2050 Installation of roof tiles 

AS/NZS  

1576 Scaffolding (all parts) 

1891 Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices 

1891.4 Part 4: Selection, use and maintenance 

1892 Portable ladders (all parts) 

4576 Guidelines for scaffolding 

4994 Temporary edge protection 

4994.1 Part 1: General requirements 

NZS 

4206 Concrete interlocking roof tiles 

4217 Pressed metal tile roofs 
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