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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards Web 
Shop at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line 
catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Global Standard, has a full listing of revisions 
and amendments published each month. 

Australian StandardsTM and other products and services developed by Standards 
Australia are published and distributed under contract by SAI Global, which 
operates the Standards Web Shop. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.org.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW 
2001. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 02347.
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee CS-005, Playground 

Equipment to supersede, in part, AS 1924.2—1981, Playground equipment for parks, 

schools and domestic use, Part 2:  Design and construction—Safety aspects. 

The Standard is Part 4 of the following series: 

AS  

4685 Playground equipment 

4685.1 Part 1: General safety requirements and test methods 

4685.2 Part 2: Particular safety requirements and test methods for swings 

4685.3 Part 3: Particular safety requirements and test methods for slides 

4685.4 Part 4: Particular safety requirements and test methods for runways 

4685.5 Part 5: Particular safety requirements and test methods for carousels 

4685.6 Part 6: Particular safety requirements and test methods for rocking equipment

This Standard must be used in conjunction with AS 4685.1. 

This Standard is based on, but not equivalent to, EN 1176-4:2003, Playground equipment, 

Part 4:  Additional specific safety requirements and test methods for runways, which was 

prepared by CEN/TC 136, Sports Playgrounds and Recreational Equipment. 

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard. 

This Standard will apply from the date of publication. However the committee has decided 

that, to avoid excessive costs to manufacturers and operators, the superseded Standards, 

AS 1924.1 and AS 1924.2, will continue as an alternative for a period of one year after the 

publication date. 
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies particular safety requirements for runways (including flying foxes) 

intended for permanent installation for use by children. This Standard is applicable to 

runways where children travel on or along a cable by the use of gravity. 

The requirements of this Standard apply in addition to the general requirements for 

playground equipment set out in AS 4685.1. 

1.2   OBJECTIVE 

The objective of this Standard is to minimize risk of injury to children using playgrounds 

by providing internationally aligned specific requirements for playground equipment. The 

Standard is intended for use by designers, consultants, manufacturers and installers of 

playground equipment as well as playground operators, inspectors and maintenance 

professionals. 

1.3   APPLICATION 

The same hazards face a child from playground equipment whether it is produced by a 

commercial organization such as a specialist manufacturer, a voluntary group such as a 

service group or a parent organization or a single individual. The requirements of this 

Standard therefore apply to all playgrounds and playground equipment. 

1.4   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

AS  

4685 Playground equipment 

4685.1 Part 1: General safety requirements and test methods 

4685.2 Part 2: Particular safety requirements and test methods for swings 

1.5   DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Standard, the definitions given in AS 4685.1 and those below 

apply. 

1.5.1   Area of travel 

The part of the fall zone between the two stops on the main cable. 

1.5.2   Main cable 

The part of the structure suspended between the main cable fixing points along which the 

traveller moves. 


