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This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical
Committee SF-017, Occupational Diving. It was approved on behalf of the Council
of Standards Australia on 18 August 2005 and on behalf of the Council of Standards
New Zealand on 2 September 2005.

This Standard was published on 16 September 2005.
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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in
the on-line catalogue.

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services,
users should contact their respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back
cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 04328.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee SF-017, Occupational Diving.

This Standard is Part of a series of Standards for the conduct of occupational diving
operations. Diving operations that fall into the scope of this sector-specific Standard may be
conducted using either this Standard or AS/NZS 2299.1, Occupational diving operations,
Part 1: Standard operational practice.

This Standard is based on a February 1998 draft prepared by the Underwater Visual
Producers Association of Australia. Earlier versions of the draft were prepared with input
from various State and Australian film, media and arts organizations.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendices to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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FOREWORD

Diving is a skill undertaken by many professionals from a wide variety of industries. Within
the film, television and stills photography industries, it is undertaken as an adjunct to the
main aim of a production, i.e. to capture images.

When operating in an underwater environment on a film set or other location, the safety of
all crew is dependent on early planning of the production.

Aspects to be considered for a production involving diving are outlined in this Standard
and, although the Standard does not always specify requirements for addressing particular
aspects, recommendations are provided which should be followed when no equivalent or
better plan exists. This Standard provides information to dive supervisors so that they can
organize safe working environments for the duration of shoots.

This Standard has been prepared specifically for diving work in the film and photographic
industry as other Standards and drafts were considered inappropriate and did not supply
requirements and guidance relevant for producers, contractors and employees. The Standard
is intended to assist in addressing the ‘duty of care’ with respect to diving placed on
employers (such as producers) and employees under occupational health and safety
legislation to take care of both themselves and others within the workplace. It should not be
assumed that compliance with this Standard means that all aspects of occupational health
and safety legislation or all legal obligations are being fulfilled. This Standard only covers
aspects of occupational health and safety legislation that relate to diving.



5 AS/NZS 2299.4:2005

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard
Occupational diving operations

Part 4. Film and photographic diving

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This Standard specifies requirements for the personnel, equipment and procedures used in
occupational underwater operations associated with the production, for commercial
purposes, of feature films, television, natural history visuals, corporate videos and
photographic stills.

This Standard is applicable to all persons involved in the production, including producers,
directors, cinematographers, gaffers and department personnel, set construction personnel,
underwater technicians, safety divers, stunt people, actors and stills photographers,
including self-employed and freelance operators.

This Standard applies to diving in water to depths not exceeding 30 m.

This Standard does not apply to film and photographic work carried out as part of diving
operations conducted in accordance with other Parts of the AS/NZS 2299 series, i.e.
AS/NZS 2299.1 applies for construction inspection activities, AS/NZS 2299.2 applies for
film and photographic work as part of professional scientific research and natural resource
management activities and AS/NZS 2299.3 applies for the filming and photographing of
recreational diving.

1.2 OBJECTIVE

The objective of this Standard is to provide persons engaged in, or connected with,
occupational diving for film and photographic productions with a set of requirements to
ensure, and promote uniformity of practice in relation to, the occupational health and safety
of divers.

1.3 APPLICATION

This Standard applies to persons directly involved in the film or photographic diving
operation and industries either employing those persons or supplying equipment for use in
connection with the diving operation.

This Standard is intended to be used in conjunction with AS/NZS 2299.1. Requirements in
this Standard cover matters specific to film and photographic diving operations, along with
procedures that may be applied as alternatives to those in AS/NZS 2299.1 for this type of
diving. Where this Standard does not specify any requirements, it is intended that
AS/NZS 2299.1 be applied.

1.4 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:
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