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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 
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ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS/NZS 4240.3. 
 



 

 

AS/NZS 4240.3:2013 

Australian/New Zealand Standard™ 

Remote control systems for mining 
equipment 

Part 3:  Operation and maintenance for 
underground coal mining 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COPYRIGHT 

© Standards Australia Limited/Standards New Zealand 

All rights are reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by

any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, without the written

permission of the publisher, unless otherwise permitted under the Copyright Act 1968

(Australia) or the Copyright Act 1994 (New Zealand). 

Jointly published by SAI Global Limited under licence from Standards Australia Limited,

GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001 and by Standards New Zealand, Private Bag 2439,

Wellington 6140. 

 

ISBN 978 1 74342 401 8 

First published as AS/NZS 4240.3:2013. 



AS/NZS 4240.3:2013 2 

 

 

PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee EL-023, Electrical Equipment in Mines and Quarries. 

This Standard is based on NSW MDG 5002 C, Guidelines for the use of remote controlled 

mining equipment in underground coal mines, which was developed for the Mine Safety 

Operations Division of Trade and Investment NSW by a working group consisting of 

representatives from major underground coal mines operating remote control mining 

equipment together with equipment suppliers, maintenance personnel, CFMEU and 

regulators. NSW MDG 5002 C will be withdrawn on publication of this Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide mines with the information and requirements to 

assist in the management of risks associated with the use of remote control mining 

equipment in underground coal mines. 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and 

guidance. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to Figures are deemed to be requirements 

of the Standard. 
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard provides information and specifies requirements for the management of risks 

associated with remote control mining equipment in underground coal mines. It covers 

issues related to work system design, equipment operation and maintenance, personnel and 

the environment in which the equipment is operated. 

NOTE: Technical requirements for the design of remote control equipment are given in 

AS/NZS 4240.1, Remote control systems for mining equipment—Part 1: Design, construction, 

testing, installation and commissioning. 

This Standard applies to the following equipment: 

(a) Continuous miners (including roadheaders, bolter miners, sump miners and the like). 

(b) Shearers. 

(c) Mobile roof supports [breaker line supports (BLS)]. 

(d) Mobile roof bolters. 

(e) Continuous haulage systems. 

(f) Breaker feeders. 

(g) Load haul dump vehicles (LHDs). 

(h) Shearer carriers. 

(i) Shuttle cars. 

(j) Longwall pump station movers. 

The Standard covers the use of the equipment throughout its life cycle, including arrival at 

the mine, transport underground, installation, commission, operation, maintenance and 

repair, and transport from the mine. It also encompasses both on board and off board modes 

of operation. 

This Standard does not apply to the following equipment; however, it may be used to assist 

in the management of risks associated with these types of equipment: 

(i) Cranes. 

(ii) Shaft and drift winders. 

(iii) Special purpose equipment. 

(iv) Fixed conveyor systems. 

(v) Automatic vehicle guidance systems. 

(vi) SCADA and remote stop/start stations, e.g. remote closing of high voltage circuit 

breakers. 

(vii) Longwall roof support. 
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