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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee CS/88,
Commercial Furniture. The Standard is an adoption with national modifications and has been
reproduced from, ISO 7173:1989 Furniture—Chairs and stools—Determination of strength and
durability. The modifications comprise the addition of a test level (6) for the simulation of extra
heavy use and a test for the swivelling mechanism.

The objective of this Standard is to provide specifiers and manufacturers with a Standard for the
determination of strength and durability of chairs and stools and enables purchasing authorities,
retailers and users to use these criteria to assist in selection and evaluation.

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the appendix to
which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.

Appendix ZZ lists the Australian/New Zealand variations to ISO 7173. In the text of this Standard,
marginal bars are added to the text wherever the requirements of the Standard have been varied to
meet Australian/New Zealand requirements.

As this Standard is reproduced from an international Standard, the following applies:

(a) Its number appears on the cover and title page while the International Standard number
appears only on the cover.

(b) In the source text, ‘this International Standard’ should read ‘this Australian/New Zealand
Standard’.

(c) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.

This Standard is Part 2 of a series for testing fixed height chairs. Other Parts in this series are as
follows:

Part 1: Ergonomic and general requirements
Part 3: Determination of stability—Upright chairs
Part 4: Determination of stability—Chairs with tilting or reclining mechanisms when fully

reclined, and rocking chairs.

For chair types not covered by this Standard refer to AS/NZS 4438, Height adjustable swivel chairs
and AS/NZS 3813, Plastic monobloc chairs.

None of the documents referenced in this Standard have been adopted as Australian or
Australian/New Zealand Standards.
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