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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee on Buoyancy Aids to supersede AS 2259 —1988General requirements
for buoyancy aids.This Standard is the result of a consensus among Australian and
New Zealand representatives on the Joint Committee to maintain separate Australian
and New Zealand Standards at this time. It was agreed that, despite this Standard
moving closer in technical content to the corresponding New Zealand Standard,
NZS 5823,Buoyancy aids and marine safety harnesses and lines, further discussion
and greater consensus were required before developing a joint
Australian/New Zealand Standard. It is anticipated that sufficient consensus will be
reached by the time of the next edition for this joint Standard to be produced.

Requirements for the performance of retroreflective materials have been revised from
the 1988 edition to align with the minimum performance requirements for
retroreflective materials specified in the European Standard EN 471:High-visibility
warning clothing.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define
the application of the appendices. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a
Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retr ieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively
in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edit ion of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

General requirements for buoyancy aids

S E C T I O N 1 S C O P E A N D G E N E R A L

1.1 SCOPE This Standard specifies general requirements applicable to buoyancy aids
specified in the following Australian Standards:

AS 1499 Personal flotation devices —Type 2

AS 1512 Personal flotation devices —Type 1

AS 2260 Personal flotation devices —Type 3

AS 2261 Rescue buoys

AS 2262 Float-off buoyancy aids

1.2 OBJECTIVE The objective of this Standard is to provide a common set of
requirements for the performance of buoyancy aids, and the materials they are constructed
from, which are consistent with the demands placed on these products as a result of
recreational use in a marine environment.

1.3 APPLICATION Buoyancy aids of the types listed in Clause 1.1 shall comply with
the requirements of this Standard in addition to the requirements of the relevant Standard for
that particular buoyancy aid.

1.4 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1192 Electroplated coatings—Nickel and chromium

1441 Methods of test for coated fabrics
1441.5 Part 5: Determination of coating and ply adhesion
1441.6 Part 6: Determination of resistance to flex cracking
1441.8 Part 8: Determination of plasticizer evaporation

1499 Personal flotation devices —Type 2

1512 Personal flotation devices —Type 1

1789 Electroplated coatings—Zinc on iron or steel

1790 Electroplated coatings—Cadmium on iron or steel

2001 Methods of test for textiles
2001.2.10 Part 2.10: Determination of the tear resistance of woven textile fabrics by the

wing-rip method
2001.2.17 Part 2.17: Determination of resistance of fabrics to water penetration

—Hydrostatic pressure test
2001.2.19 Part 2.19: Determination of bursting force of textile fabrics—Ball burst method

2227 Yachting harnesses and lines—Conventional lines

2260 Personal flotation devices —Type 3


