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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Australian members of Joint Standards 

Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee CH-039, Detection of Drugs in Oral Fluid. 

After consultation with stakeholders of both countries, Standards Australia and Standards 

New Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard, rather than an 

Australian/New Zealand Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide requirements and guidance on the mechanisms 

of incorporation of drugs in oral fluid, factors that might affect drug concentration, 

applicability of oral fluid for drug testing and general issues related to drug detection on-

site and in the laboratory. Also to ensure that the preliminary (if not already conducted on-

site) and confirmatory laboratory procedures meet the needs for the detection and 

quantitation of drugs in oral fluid. 

The collecting agency and laboratory should maintain the utmost confidentiality of test 

results and should not disclose results to another party other than the requesting authority or 

donor. 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and 

guidance. 
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE AND APPLICATION 

1.1.1   Scope 

This Standard provides requirements and guidance on the mechanisms of incorporation of 

drugs into oral fluid, factors that might affect drug concentration, procedures for specimen 

collection, storage, handling, on-site initial testing and, if relevant, dispatch of human oral 

fluid to the laboratory. It also covers applicability of oral fluid for drug testing and general 

issues related to drug detection on-site and quantitation in the laboratory. 

The laboratory method is intended for, but not limited to, workplace, medico-legal or court- 

directed detection of any or all of the following classes of drugs:  

(a) Opiates. 

(b) Amphetamine-type stimulants. 

(c) Cannabis. 

(d) Cocaine and metabolites. 

NOTE: Although the use of test results is outside the scope of this Standard, where oral fluid 

testing is used for employment purposes, consideration should be given to the development of 

policies in consultation with all relevant parties, specifically in relation to the basis of requesting, 

testing, reporting and the proper application of results. 

1.1.2   Application 

The Standard addresses only the testing of specimens for workplace, medico-legal or court-

directed purposes. The testing of specimens for clinical use or in sport is not covered. Oral 

fluid specimens collected under this Standard should only be used for the specific purpose 

of drug analysis, e.g. they are not to be used for DNA testing.  

1.2   REFERENCED AND RELATED DOCUMENTS  

1.2.1   Referenced documents 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS  

2162 Verification and use of volumetric apparatus 

2162.1 Part 1: General—Volumetric glassware 

2162.2 Part 2: Guide to the use of piston-operated volumetric apparatus (POVA) 

2164 Laboratory glassware—One-mark volumetric flasks 

2166 Laboratory glassware—One-mark pipettes 

2167 Graduated straight pipettes 


