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PREFACE

This standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Gas Cylinders as an q
additional Part to AS 2030, SAA Gas Cylinders Code, in order to provide the basis

for acceptance of imported non-refillable cylinders for compressed gases. The

committee had not previously been prepared to offer a standard for such cylinders.

There is substantial demand for cylinders of this type for various applications, which

include storage, transport, and dispensing of gases for refrigerant systems, reference

purposes, portable breathing apparatus, resuscitation, recreational and domestic LP

gas appliances, and non-portable firefighting equipment.

Cylinders to the (U.S.) DOT Specification 39 and (Canadian) BTC Specification
39 are being imported. Approval for the use of gas cylinders lies with the relevant
Statutory Authority of each State, and several authorities indicated that a standard
would assist in uniform acceptance of this type of cylinder. Gas cylinders are of
course liable to everyday transfer between States. ‘

The philosophy for design adopted in AS 2030, Part 1, differs from that in DOT
and BTC 39, and a DOT or BTC 39 cylinder filled in accordance with AS 2030, Part 1,
would contain less gas than one filled under DOT and BTC requirements. Cylinders
may be imported in both the already filled and the unfilled conditions, and the
committee believed it would not be reasonable to set local requirements for imported
unfilled cylinders that were different from those acceptable for cylinders imported in
the already filled condition. This is not to say the committee has abandoned the
AS 2030 philosophy, but for the particular circumstances specified in this standard
DOT 39 and BTC 39 cylinders are considered to be acceptable. ‘

It should be noted that this standard allocates responsibility for the filling
requirements to the importing agent.

During the preparation of this standard it was argued that the markings applied
by the cylinder manufacturer in accordance with overseas requirements are adequate
for Australian use and could not reasonably be modified due to the mass production
and bulk handling nature of the manufacturing process. However, Statutory
requirements are such that certain marks have to be added, so the committee decided
to require some markings additional to those required by DOT 39 and BTC 39.

The DOT 39 and BTC 39 limitations that set a volume limit for flammable
contents and generally preclude poisonous contents (except that BOE-6000-A does
provide for containment of sulphur dioxide subject to certain packaging requirements)
have been adopted in the standard. .

This standard makes reference to the following standards and regulations:

AS 2030 SAA Gas Cylinders Code

Part 1—Cylinders for Compressed Gases Other than
Acetylene

AS 2337 Gas Cylinder Test Stations

BTC 39 Non-reusable Non-refillable Cylinders

DOT 39 Non-reusable Non-refillable Cylinders

Tariff No BOE-6000-A Hazardous Materials Regulations of the Department of
) Transportation (United States) ‘
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