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Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 
Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com or Standards New Zealand 
web site at www.standards.govt.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-
line catalogue. 
For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and 
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update options. For information about these services, users should contact their 
respective national Standards organization. 
We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 
Committee TM-011, Engineered Timber Products, to supersede AS/NZS 1859.3:2005. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide performance requirements and specifications 
for the manufacture and application of decorative overlaid wood panels. This Standard 
includes four types of decorative overlay applied to wood panel substrate. 

This Standard is Part 3 of the AS/NZS 1859 series, dealing with reconstituted wood-based 
panel products, as follows: 

AS/NZS 
1859 Reconstituted wood-based panels—Specifications 
1859.1 Part 1: Particleboard 
1859.2 Part 2: Dry process fibreboard 
1859.3 Part 3: Decorative overlaid wood panels (this Standard) 
1859.4 Part 4: Wet process fibreboard 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and 
guidance. 
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies requirements for decorative overlaid wood panels. It includes four 
types of decorative overlay applied to wood panel substrate. 

NOTES:  

1 Appendix A lists information that should be supplied by the purchaser at the time of inquiry 
or order. 

2 Appendix B describes recommended practices for the storage and handling of decorative 
overlaid wood panel. 

3 Appendix C describes recommended practices for selection and application of screw 
fasteners. 

1.2   APPLICATION 

Decorative overlaid wood panels shall comply with Section 2 and the following sections, as 
applicable to type: 

(a) Direct-surfaced with thermosetting resins  
(termed low pressure melamine) .................................................................. Section 3. 

(b) PVC film ..................................................................................................... Section 4. 

(c) Paper foils ................................................................................................... Section 5. 

(d) Wood veneers .............................................................................................. Section 6. 

NOTE: This Standard is one of the series relating to particleboard and wet and dry process 
fibreboard. Decorative finishes may also apply to plywood (decorative wood veneers in 
particular) but this application is not covered by this Standard. 

1.3   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS/NZS 
1859 Reconstituted wood-based panels—Specifications 
1859.1 Part 1: Particleboard 
1859.2 Part 2: Dry process fibreboard 
1859.4 Part 4: Wet process fibreboard 

2924 High pressure decorative laminates—Sheets made from thermosetting resins 
2924.1 Part 1: Classification and specifications 

4266 Reconstituted wood-based panels—Methods of testing 
4266.1 Part 1: Base panels 
4266.2 Part 2: Decorative overlaid panels 
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