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Review of Australian Standards.To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edit ion, and any
amendments thereto.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee
FP/3 on Fire Extinguishers to supersede AS 1851.1—1989,Maintenance of fire protection
equipment, Part 1: Portable fire extinguishers.

This Standard is the result of a consensus among representatives on the Joint Committee to
provide it as an Australian Standard.

This edition of the Standard includes a maintenance schedule for fire blankets and maintains the
concept of periodicity of inspection and servicing for fire extinguishers formerly referred to as
‘levels of inspection and servicing’. The periods are on a time-elapsed basis and range, depending
on the extinguisher type, from six-monthly inspections to six-yearly inspections. The maintenance
schedule tables are no longer grouped according to the different types of extinguishers; instead,
they are now in terms of maintenance periods.

With the publication of AS 1851.1–1985, the maintenance of all chemical fire extinguishers was
brought to a common cyclic routine, i.e. six-monthly, yearly, three-yearly as appropriate, and
six-yearly. This replaced the timetables in AS 1851, Part 1—1976 which gave no easy correlation
between the maintenance periods of various types of extinguishers.

Requirements for the charging of new extinguishers shipped empty are given in AS 1841,
Portable fire extinguishers. Installation procedures and requirements, and signs, are specified in
AS 2444,Portable fire extinguishers—Selection and location.

A companion Standard to provide guidance on servicing of portable fire extinguishers is available
(AS 3676— 1989,Portable fire extinguishers—Guide to servicing) and will assist in the general
duties, training, and certification of personnel expected to service and maintain portable fire
extinguishers.

In 1979, Standards controlling the manufacture of extinguishers were upgraded significantly and
Standards Australia became directly involved through the quality assurance and certification
scheme and the application of a unique identification label.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmit ted by any means without prior permission in wri ting from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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Part 1: Portable fire extinguishers and fire blankets

S E C T I O N 1 S C O P E A N D G E N E R A L

1.1 SCOPE This Standard sets out requirements for the regular inspection, testing,
recharging and general servicing of portable fire extinguishers that, at the time of
manufacture, complied with the contemporary edition of the relevant Standard listed in Table
1.1. For fire extinguishers used regularly for demonstration and training, maintenance should
be more frequent than specified due to the increased potential for wear and damage.

When pressure testing operating heads (valves), components such as pressure indicators are
disassembled which results in the pressure test not reflecting the pressure retention
characteristics of the complete assembly.

This Standard also includes a maintenance schedule for fire blankets complying with the
requirements of AS 3504 and intended for use on small fires involving cooking oil, fats and
clothing.

TABLE 1.1

RELEVANT AUSTRALIAN STANDARD*

Extinguisher type
Expellant method

Gas container Stored pressure Chemical

Water AS 1841.2
(AS 1841)
(AS A31.2)

AS 1841.2
(AS 1842)
(AS A31.3)

AS 1840
(AS A31.1)

Wet chemical — AS 1841.3
(AS 1842)

—

Foam AS 1841.4
(AS 1844)
(AS A32.2)

AS 1841.4
(AS 1845)
(AS 32.3)

AS 1843
(AS A32.1)

Powder (dry chemical) AS 1841.5
(AS 1846)
(AS A137)

AS 1841.5
(AS 1846)
(AS A137)

—

Carbon dioxide
—

AS 1841.6
(AS 1847)
(AS A138)

—

Vapourizing liquid
(Halon) —

AS 1841.7
(AS 1848)
(AS A163)†

—

Non-rechargeable — AS/NZS 1841.8 —

Aerosol — AS/NZS 4353 —

* Australian Standard numbers appearing in parentheses refer to superseded Standards.

† Halon 1211 and Halon 1301

COPYRIGHT


