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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Australian members of Joint Standards 

Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee ME-051, Amusement Rides and Devices, to 

complement the general requirements for amusement rides and devices given in AS 3533.1 

and AS 3533.2. 

After consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards 

New Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an 

Australian/New Zealand Standard. 

This Standard is Part 4.2 of the AS 3533 series designed to cover aspects of safety for 

amusement rides and devices. Parts 1 and 2 address the general aspects of safety common to 

all kinds of amusement rides and devices and are intended to be used in conjunction with 

the specific requirements for the particular type of ride. While some ride-specific 

requirements have been included in Parts 1 and 2, these are now being progressively moved 

into individual Standards in a new AS 3533.4 series. Standards in the AS 3533.4 series 

relate to particular rides or devices and give requirements and guidance tailored to the 

particular kinds of hazards relevant for that ride or device. 

In preparation of this Standard, the Committee took into account the approaches taken by 

BS 8409, Soft indoor play areas. Code of practice, and EN 1176-10, Playground equipment 

and surfacing, Part 10: Fully enclosed play equipment. 

This Standard makes provisions for those involved in the contained play facility industry to 

provide safe, yet challenging, contained play facilities. It covers the facility as a whole, 

because it is the combination of good design, materials and management that creates a safe 

facility. The Standard specifies requirements that will protect a child from hazards he or she 

may be unable to foresee when using equipment as intended in contained play facilities. 

While other Australian Standards cover equipment commonly found within contained play 

facilities, including AS 3533.1, AS 3533.2, AS 3533.4.1 and the AS 4685 series, this 

Standard has been developed to provide requirements and guidelines that specifically suit 

contained play environments because of the unique aspects of such facilities, notably— 

(a) appropriate supervision; 

(b) operation within a contained space; and 

(c) the required presence of carers. 

It should be noted that compliance with this Standard alone does not necessarily ensure that 

all legal obligations are being fulfilled. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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FOREWORD 

Children discover and learn about the world in which they live via play, which provides an 

essential element of children’s development and growth. 

Contained play facilities are areas designed for children’s play, including the site and any 

equipment. The term does not include sites and equipment intended for use in formal sport 

and therapy. Generally, contained play facilities are commercial premises and can be free 

access or paid access. Contained play facilities should provide some supervision but the 

level may vary from facilities where the children are fully supervised to those where the 

parent or carer is principally responsible for the child’s behaviour and actions. Contained 

play facilities are not childcare facilities. 

The same hazards face a child in a contained play environment whether it is operated by a 

commercial organization, such as a chain of international centres or a small local family 

owned business, or by a voluntary group, such as a service group or a parent organization, 

or by a single individual. The requirements of this Standard therefore apply to all contained 

play environments. 

It is important for the rounded development of children that, through the medium of play, 

they arrive at an understanding of danger, which provides the basis for assessing safety in a 

variety of situations. The balance between challenge and safety is an important 

consideration for all play providers. The best facilities are those that, through careful 

design, management, inspection, cleaning and maintenance, offer children high quality play 

experiences without compromising their safety. 

Contained play facilities that children find attractive are generally those that present various 

levels of difficulty and challenge. Children can explore solutions to these challenges and 

practice their newly acquired abilities in carefully designed settings, where the levels of 

risk have been assessed and are managed by adopting supervisory or design techniques. 

Precautions need to be taken by play providers to reduce the severity of injuries if children 

make the wrong judgment but the possibility of harm cannot be completely removed. This 

Standard aims to ensure that play providers develop facilities that children find enjoyable 

but where the probability of injury has been minimized. This Standard does not purport to 

address all the hazards associated with contained play facilities. 

The Standard’s existence alone will not necessarily prevent injuries. Like other physical 

activities, the use of contained play facilities involves the risk of injury. However, 

developing and maintaining contained play facilities in accordance with this Standard will 

help minimize the risk of injury occurring and the severity of any injury that may occur. 
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard sets out the minimum safety requirements for the design, development, 

installation, inspection, maintenance, supervision levels and operation of contained play 

facilities (see Clause 1.5.9). 

This Standard does not apply to sites and equipment intended for use in formal sport and 

therapy. 

This Standard does not apply to licensed childcare facilities. 

1.2   OBJECTIVE 

The objective of this Standard is to provide requirements and guidance specific to the 

design, construction, operation and maintenance of contained play facilities that will protect 

the health and safety of both operating staff and patrons. 

1.3   APPLICATION 

This Standard is intended to be used in conjunction with AS 3533.1 and AS 3533.2, which 

provide requirements and recommendations on matters common to all amusement rides and 

devices. Specific requirements in this Standard take precedence over corresponding 

requirements in AS 3533.1 and AS 3533.2. Contained play facilities shall be classified as a 

Class 2 device in accordance with AS 3533.1. If the requirements of any part of this 

Standard conflict with any National, State or Territory regulations, the appropriate statutory 

regulations shall apply. 

While this Standard has been developed for contained play facilities in commercial 

premises, it may be used for guidance for similar facilities in educational institutions and 

hospitals. Additionally, this Standard was not developed to cover use of the facilities by 

patrons over 12 years of age in a private hire situation but may be used as guidance when 

conducting a risk assessment for such operations. 

1.4   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS  

2316 Artificial climbing structures and challenge courses 

2316.1 Part 1: Fixed and mobile artificial climbing and abseiling walls 

2321 Short-link chain for lifting purposes 

3533 Amusement rides and devices 

3533.1 Part 1: Design and construction 

3533.2 Part 2: Operation and maintenance 
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