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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee, MS/5, on Institutional
Supplies. It is one of a series of Standards for surgical dressings and kindred products.

In preparing this Standard, consideration was given to the requirements of the British,
European and United States Pharmacopoeias.
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1 SCOPE This Standard sets out requirements for absorbent wadding for medical or
surgical use. It includes wadding composed of cotton, viscose or blends of these two
fibres, or blends of cotton and viscose with other fibres. It includes ‘cotton’ balls ‘cotton’
rolls and pleated cotton wool wadding or similar items produced using absorbent wadding.

2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1079 Packaging of items (sterile) for patient care
1079.1 Part 1: Selection of packaging materials for goods undergoing sterilization

2001 Methods of test for textiles
2001.3.1 Part 3.1: Determination of pH of aqueous extract
2001.3.4 Part 3.4: Determination of solvent-soluble matter

2835 Absorbent woven gauze
2835.1 Part 1: Cotton

2836 Methods of testing surgical dressings and surgical dressing materials
2836.4 Part 4: Method for the determination of size
2836.5 Part 5: Method for the determination of sinking time
2836.7 Part 7: Method for the determination of level of surface-active substances
2836.8 Part 8: Method for the determination of quality of water-soluble substances
2836.10 Part 10: Method for the determination of the presence of fluorescing

substances

4187 Code of practice for cleaning, disinfecting and sterilizing reusable medical and
surgical instruments and equipment, and maintenance of associated
environments in health care facilities

Therapeutic Goods Administration, Commonwealth Department of Health, Housing and
Community Services, Canberra.
Therapeutic Goods Order (TGO) No. 11 Standard for sterile therapeutic goods.
Therapeutic Goods Order (TGO) No. 37 General requirements for labels for therapeutic
goods.

3 DEFINITIONS

3.1 Absorbent wadding—is a carded mass of fibres which exhibit absorbent
characteristics.

3.2 Absorbent cotton wadding—a carded mass of 100% cotton fibres.

3.3 Absorbent viscose wadding—a mass of 100% viscose fibres.

3.4 Absorbent blended wadding—a carded blend of cotton and viscose fibres or cotton
and viscose fibres with other fibres producing an absorbent wadding.
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