
io 2260 A'S ,2. 2. Go ~ V G

AS 2260—1988

»

Standards 
Association of 
Australia

Australian Standard® 
2260—1988

PERSONAL FLOTATION 
DEVICES—
TYPE 3

[Title allocated by Defence Cataloguing Authority: JACKET, BUOYANCY AID (NSC: 4220)]

e



This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee CS/60, Buoyancy Aids. It was 
approved on behalf of the Council of the Standards Association of Australia on 
9 November 1987 and published on 4 January 1988.

The following interests are represented on Committee CS/60: 
Association of Australian Port and Marine Authorities 
Australian Canoe Federation 
Australian Consumers’ Association 
Australian Federation of Consumer Organizations Inc. 
Australian Yachting Federation 
Confederation of Australian Industry 
Department of Consumer Affairs, N.S.W.
Department of Defence
Department of Harbours and Marine, Qld.
Department of Public and Consumer Affairs, S.A. 
Department of Sport and Recreation, N.S.W.
Department of Transport and Communications 
Maritime Services Board of N.S.W.
Metal Trades Industry Association 
Ministry of Transport, Vic.
National Safety Council of Australia 
New South Wales Water Ski Association 
Plastics Institute of Australia Inc.
Police Department, N.S.W.
Royal Life Saving Society, Australia

Review of Australian Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, A ustralian Standards are subject 
to periodic review and are kept up-to-date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It 
is important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and 
any amendments thereto.
Full details of all SAA publications will be found in the Catalogue of SAA Publications; this information 
is supplemented each month by SAA’s journal ‘The Australian Standard', which subscribing members 
receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions and amendments, and of withdrawn 
Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of the Association, 
are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be 
made without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

I
This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 86210.



AUSTRALIAN STANDARD

PERSONAL FLOTATION 
DEVICES—

TYPE 3

AS 2260—1988

First published 1979. 
Second edition 1984. 
Third edition 1988. /

PUBLISHED BY THE STANDARDS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 
STANDARDS HOUSE. 80 ARTHUR ST. NORTH SYDNEY. N.S.W.



AS 2260—1988 2

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Buoyancy Aids. It 
supersedes AS 2260—1984, Buoyancy Garments.
This Standard differs from the 1984 edition in that the term ‘Buoyancy Garment’ 
has been replaced by ‘Personal Flotation Device—Type 3’. This terminology is broadly 
in line with that used in the United States and it is hoped that this will overcome 
the confusion in some people’s minds regarding the difference between what were 
formerly called ‘buoyancy vests’ and ‘buoyancy garments’. The difference is, in fact, 
the allowable colours rather than the styles of the two types of personal flotation 
devices referred to as PFD Type 2 and PFD Type 3 in AS 1499 and AS 2260 
respectively.
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SECTION 1. SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE. This Standard specifies requirements 
for personal flotation devices intended for use in 
supervised situations to assist flotation during short­
term immersion in water during daylight hours.

1.2 APPLICATION. This Standard is applies to 
personal flotation devices which are intended to be 
used by water skiers and other people who may be at 
risk of short-term immersion where assistance is 
immediately on hand.

NOTE: Statutory Marine Authorities have regulations covering 
pleasure boating and related activities including the type of PFDs 
which need to be worn or carried on board when using various 
waterways.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS. The foUowing 
Standards are referred to in this Standard:
AS 1499 Personal Flotation Devices—Type 2.
AS 1512 Personal Flotation Devices—Type 1.
AS 2259 General Requirements for Buoyancy Aids.

1.4 CLASSIFICATION.
1.4.1 Type. Personal flotation devices shall be 
classified according to the level of protection that they 
offer the wearer, as follows:
PFD Type 1 Previously known as lifejackets— 

specified in AS 1512.
PFD Type 2 Previously known as buoyancy vests— 

specified in AS 1499.

PFD Type 3 Previously known as buoyancy gar­
ments—specified in this Standard.

1.4.2 Body mass. Inherently buoyant personal 
flotation devices shall be classified in terms of the 
minimum buoyancy deemed to be adequate for inten­
ded wearers, within the ranges of body mass as 
follows:
Body mass 35 kg and over.
Body mass 25 kg to 40 kg.
Body mass 15 kg to 30 kg.
Body mass 10 kg to 20 kg.

NOTE: Because of the difficulties in design and testing, this 
Standard does not include personal flotation devices for body 
mass below 10 kg.

Personal flotation devices in the two lower ranges of 
body mass shall be considered to be ‘children’s per­
sonal flotation devices’.

1.5 DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this 
Standard the definitions below apply.
l.Sil Buoyancy aid—a device designed to assist a 
person to float in water.
1.5.2 Personal Flotation Device (PFD)—A buoyancy 
aid which is worn on the body.
1.5.3 Confident in the water—capable of entering the 
water without panicking, becoming alarmed or 
becoming rigid.

SECTION 2. MINIMUM BUOYANCY AND IN-WATER
PERFORMANCE

2.1 MINIMUM BUOYANCY. When determined 
in the manner described in Appendix A of AS 2259, 
the buoyancy of a PFD Type 3 shall not be less than
the following:

Body mass Buoyancy

35 kg and over........................................................ 40 N
25 kg to 40 kg......................................................... 31 N
15 kg to 30 kg.........................................................22 N
10 kg to 20 kg......................................................... 16 N

2.2 IN-WATER PERFORMANCE.
2.2.1 Children’s PFD Type 3s. When tested in 
accordance with Appendix A, a child’s PFD Type 3 
shall support the wearer in the water with the wearer’s 
mouth clear of the water. There shall be no tendency 
to tip the wearer forward from the vertical.
2.2.2 Other PFD Type 3s. When tested in accor­
dance with Appendix B, a PFD Type 3 other than a 
child’s PFD Type 3, shall support the wearer in the 
water with the wearer’s mouth clear of the water. 
There shall be no tendency to tip the wearer forward 
from the vertical.
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