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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CS-072, Safety in House
Design, to supersede AS 4226—1994.

The objective of this Standard is to provide advice and recommendations on safe housing
design for the use of owner/builders and contractors.

This Standard is not intended to be adopted into legislation. This document is for
educational purposes.

This edition has been updated throughout to reflect changes in Australian Standards and in
community needs and expectations. This Standard should be used in conjunction with the
relevant materials and design Standards.
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FOREWORD

This Standard addresses the general safety requirements of people in relation to housing
design. The specific requirements for children, older people and people with disabilities are
addressed in other Australian Standards.

Many incidents in and around dwellings, that cause personal injuries, can be prevented by
appropriate building design and selection and placing of fittings and equipment. This
Standard provides general information on design, finishes and materials selected for use in
the construction of dwellings with reference to safety.

This Standard covers issues of fire safety but does not apply to the protection of property
against damage or protection of property from theft or personal injury by intruders.

For the purposes of this Standard, it is assumed that dwellings are constructed to a good
trade standard, by licensed tradespersons as appropriate, and that fittings are installed in
accordance with the manufacturer's requirements, the relevant Standards and the
requirements of relevant government departments and local authorities.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Guidelines for safe housing design

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This Standard provides guidelines for the design of safe dwellings. It describes design
factors to be taken into account to reduce the likelihood of an injurious incident occurring
in association with any building element or fitting, either alone or in association with other
elements.

1.2 APPLICATION
1.2.1 Accommodation

This Standard applies to all dwellings, including apartments. Some of the items covered are
relevant to public buildings and temporary accommodation. However, for requirements
specific to adaptable housing, AS 4299 should be consulted.

1.2.2 Renovations

The principles discussed, and some of the recommendations made, in this Standard are also
relevant to alterations of existing dwellings. Renovators should consider which, if any, of
these principles and recommendations apply to the work they are undertaking.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS

1288 Glass in buildings—Selection and installation

1428 Design for access and mobility

1428.1 Part 1:  General requirements for access—New building work
1851 Maintenance of fire protection systems and equipment

1926 Swimming pool safety

1926.1 Part 1:  Fencing for swimming pools

1926.2 Part 2:  Location of fencing for private swimming pools

2293.1 Part 1: Emergency escape lighting and exit signs for buildings—System
design installation and operation

3000 Electrical installations—Buildings, structures and premises

3500 National plumbing and drainage code

3500.4.1 Part4.1: Hot water supply systems—Performance requirements

3740 Waterproofing of wet areas within residential buildings

3786 Smoke alarms

4299 Adaptable housing

4685.1 Playground equipment—General safety requirements and test methods
HB 197 An introductory guide to the selection of slip resistant pedestrian surfaces

© Standards Australia www.standards.org.au
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