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The following scientific, industrial and governmental organizations 
and departments were officially represented on the committee entrusted with the 
preparation of this standard:

Australia Post
Australian Banks’ Payment Systems Committee 

(previously known as the Australian Banks’ Automation Committee)
Australian Computer Society
Australian Government Publishing Service
Australian and New Zealand Pulp and Paper Industry Technical Association
Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators
Office Equipment Industry Association of Australia
P inting and Allied Trades Employers Federation of Australia
Printing Encoders Association of Australia C ^ Y ~i T7~)

This standard, prepared by Committee MS/21, Commercial Documents, was 
approved on behalf of the Council of the Standards Association of Australia on 10 
October 1980, and was published on 1 November 1980.

To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian standards arc subject to continuous review and are kept 
up-to-date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important therefore that standards 
users ensure that their standards are up-to-date. Full details of all SAA publications will be found in the 
Annual List of Australian Standards; these details are supplemented by listings in the SAA monthly journal 
The Australian Standard'. Information on the Annual List and ‘The Australian Standard' may be obtained 
from any sales office of the Association, where details are also available of the current status of individual 
standards. Suggestions for improvements to published standards, addressed to the head office of the 
Association, are welcomed.

This standard was issued in draft form for public review as DR 79077.
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PREFACE

This standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Commercial 
Documents initially as a revision of Section 7 of AS P7—1971; however, as the 
remaining provisions of AS P7—1971 relative to the cheques, bank forms and related 
documents are contained in the Australian Banks’ Automation Committee Publica­
tion No 11R1 (available free of charge from any trading bank), with the publication of 
this standard, AS P7—1971 is withdrawn.

The standard contains the basic technical details of the requirements of Australian 
banks in connection with the quality of the paper intended for use as cheques, bank 
forms and related documents which are to be processed through the magnetic ink 
character recognition; systeni (MICR).: This system cohsists of special; characters 
printed in .niagnetic inks bn cheques, :ete for processing on high-speed-electronic 
equipment now in .<se by the Australian banks, governments and other organizations. 
Reference should also be made to ABAC Publication No 3Rl which covers a common 
machine language for electronic data processiiig in Australian banks, and to Section 1; 
of International Standard ISO 1004, Information Processing—Magnetic Ink 
Character Recognition—Print Specifications of Font E 13B.

In the determination of properties of the paper in relation to the requirements of 
this standard, reference will be necessary to test methods endorsed under the general 
designation AS 1301 and issued by the Technical Association of the Australian and 
New Zealand Pulp and Paper Industry (Appita), to methods issued by the Technical 
Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry of the USA (TAPPI), and to BS 292S, 
Methods for Determining the Air Permeability and Air Resistance of Paper.
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