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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CH-041, Forensic
Analysis. This Standard is the result of a consensus among the representatives of the
Committee to produce it as an Australian Standard.

This Standard is part of a series which, when complete, will include—

AS

5388 Forensic analysis

5388.1 Part 1: Recognition, recording, recovery, transport and storage of material
5388.2 Part 2: Analysis and examination of material (this Standard)

5388.3 Part 3: Interpretation

5388.4 Part 4: Reporting

This Standard sets out standard practices for the forensic examination and analysis of
physical material, in order to obtain results to assist an investigation, with the potential that
a conclusion reached may be presented to a court of law or other tribunal. The provisions of
this document are aimed at qualified personnel with demonstrated competence in the use of
appropriate scientific procedures and techniques in a forensic context. Physical material
may be examined in turn by a number of examiners with different areas of expertise.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.

The committee wishes to acknowledge the support provided by the Attorney General’s
Department in the development of the Forensic Analysis series (AS 5388) as an Australian
Government initiative.
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Part 2: Analysis and examination of material

1 SCOPE

This Standard specifies requirements for the forensic examination and analysis of physical
material from crime scenes, persons and related areas and objects.

This involves one or more of the following steps:
(a) Recording.

(b)  Sampling.

(c)  Presumptive testing or assessment.

(d) Instrumental analysis.

(e) Comparisons.

(f)  Recording results.

NOTE: It should be noted that though the analysis of digital or analogue electronic evidence is
excluded from the scope of this Standard, such digital evidence may be accompanied by or
contained within physical media or equipment having possible evidential value.

2 REFERENCED AND RELATED DOCUMENTS
2.1 Referenced documents

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS

5388 Forensic analysis

5388.1  Part 1: Recognition, recording, recovery, transport and storage of material
5388.3  Part 3: Interpretation

5388.4  Part 4: Reporting

ISO/IEC
17025 General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories

Act

National Measurement Act, 1960, taking into account amendments up to Act No. 137 of
2008. Commonwealth of Australia, Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and
Research

Codes
Australian Code for the Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road and Rail (ADG Code),
Seventh edition 2007, Commonwealth of Australia

Fundamentals of forensic DNA typing, 2009, J. Butler, Academic Press, Burlington

Evaluation of forensic DNA evidence, 1996, National Research Council, National Academy
Press, Washington DC

Manuals and Guides
Australasian Guidelines for Digital Imaging Processes, v2, 2004, SMANZFL EESAG

© Standards Australia www.standards.org.au
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