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PREFACE

This Standard was produced by the Standards Australia Committee on Industrial Trucks to
supersede, in part, AS 2359.1—1985AA Industrial Truck CodePart 1: Design and
manufacture

That original edition has been extensively modified in two ways: first by being split into
several parts and second, by having much of the original material replaced with ISO
documents, to which the Australian versions are technically equivalent.

This Standard is Part 12 of the new series. As is the case with Parts 1 and 2, it is entirely
local in content and contains no international material.

Other Standards in this series are as follows:

Part 1: General requirements

Part 2:  Operation

Part 3: Counterbalanced fork-lift trucks— Stability tests

Part 4: Reach and straddle fork-lift trucks—Stability tests

Part 5: Control symbols

Part 6: Safety code

Part 7: Terminology

Part 8: Pallet stackers and high-lift platform trucks—Stability tests

Part 9:  High-lift rider trucks—Overhead guards— Specification and testing

Part 10: Fork-lift trucks—Hook-on type fork arms—Vocabulary

Part 11: Fork-lift trucks—Hook-on type fork arms and fork carriers—Mounting
dimensions

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.

U Copyright— STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia njay be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing|from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and infofmation
on commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for yse
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royaltly
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated wheng¢ver the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, pr in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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Part 12: Hazardous areas

1 SCOPE This Standard specifies requirements that can be applied to a vehicle, so
that the vehicle is able to operate safely in areas that may be hazardous because of the
presence of an explosive gas/vapour atmosphere or combustible dusts. This part should be
read in conjunction with any other relevant parts of this series. Procedures for the
maintenance of vehicles in hazardous areas are given in Appendix A and performance
testing requirements are given in Appendix B.

NOTES:

1 Explosive gas atmospheres and combustible dusts are classified in accordance with the
appropriate parts of AS 2430.

2 This Standard does not apply to —
(a) areas where inherently explosive dusts are present; and
(b) underground working of coal mines.

3 Precautions should be taken to reduce accidents from hazards other than explosive gas
atmospheres and combustible dusts. Actual and potential hazards can arise from the
following:

(&) Poor visibility.

(b) Floor or ground surfaces which are low-friction, excessively rough or excessively
sloping.

(c) Toxic atmospheres.

(d) Restricted ventilation that may allow carbon monoxide to increase or oxygen to
reduce.

(e) Dusts that may be conductive and so create a short-circuit causing a vehicle to run out
of control, particularly if the vehicle is electrically powered.

(f) Inadequate maintenance.

2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1019 Internal combustion engines— Spark emission control devices

1915 Electrical equipment for explosive atmospheres—Battery-operated vehicles

2236  Electrical equipment for explosive atmospheres—Dust-excluding ignition-proof
(DIP) enclosure

2359 Powered industrial trucks
2359.1 General requirements

2380 Electrical equipment for explosive atmospheres—Explosion-protection techniques
2380.1 Part 1: General requirements

2381 Electrical equipment for explosive atmospheres—Selection, installation and
maintenance
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