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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Screen-based
Workstations at the direction of the Safety Standards Board.

The Standard is one of a series of three Standards dealing with screen-based
workstations, the others being as follows:

Part 1: Visual display units
Part 2: Workstation furniture

The purpose of this series of Standards is tofacilitate the development of safe working
environments for people performing screen-based tasks. However, there are essential
elements in the process of developing safe working environments which are outside the
scope of this Standard. The Standard should therefore be implemented in conjunction
with other documents such as AS 271Bighting and the visual environment of
screen-based taskand Worksafe AustraliaGuidance Note for the prevention of
occupational overuse syndrome in keyboard employméhhe latter covers the
organization and design of work systems, work places, training, and education.)

In the absence of suitable data on the Australian population, published American data
have been used to specify dimensions to accommodate people in the 2.5 percentile
female to 97.5 percentile male range.

Split-field keyboards, which have been developed in an attempt to enable keyboard
operation to occur with the arms and fingers as close as possible to their neutral or
relaxed muscle posture, were considered by the committee during its work. However,
given that split-field keyboards are not widely used, their inclusion in the Standard at
this time was considered inappropriate.

Some information and preliminary readings on split-field keyboards may be obtained
from the following documents:

ILG, R. Ergonomic Keyboard DesigrBehaviour and Information Technology,
Vol 6, No 3, 303-309 (1987).

NAKASEKO, M. et al. Studies on Ergonomically Designed Alpha Numeric
Keyboards,Human Factors(27) 2, 175-185 (1985).

ROSE, M.J. The Development of Ergonomic Keyboar@spceedings of the
Institution of Industrial Engineers Australia Conferendédanly (1986).
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