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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 06112. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee 

EL-041, Lamps and Related Equipment. 

This Standard will co-exist with the revised publication of AS/NZS 3140 until 

30 December 2016, on which date AS/NZS 3140 will be withdrawn. While both the Standards 

remain current, the requirements from either Standard are not allowed to be mixed, unless 

otherwise stated exclusively in the Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to specify particular requirements for Edison screw 

lampholders used in general purpose lighting. 

This Standard has been reproduced from IEC 60238, Ed.8.0 (2004), Edison screw lampholders, 

and modified to suit Australian/New Zealand conditions. 

Variations to IEC 60238, Ed.8.0 (2004) are indicated at the appropriate places throughout this 

standard. Strikethrough (example) identifies IEC text, tables and figures which, for the purposes 

of this Australian/New Zealand Standard, are deleted. Where text, tables or figures are added, 

each is set in its proper place and identified by shading (example). Added figures are not 

themselves shaded, but are identified by a shaded border. 

This Standard satisfies the requirements covered in AS/NZS 3820, Essential safety requirements 

for low voltage equipment. 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(a) Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the 

cover and title page. 

(b) In the source text ‘IEC 60238’ should read ‘AS/NZS 60238’. 

(c) A full point should be substituted for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ are used to define the application of the annex to 

which they apply. A normative annex is an integral part of a standard, whereas an informative 

annex is only for information and guidance. 
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND 

 

Australian/New Zealand Standard 

Edison screw lampholders 
(IEC 60238, Ed.8.0 (2004) MOD) 

 

Any table, figure or text of the international standard that is struck through is not part of 
this standard. Any Australian/New Zealand table, figure or text that is added is part of this 
standard and is identified by shading. 

1 General 

1.1 Scope 

This International Standard applies to lampholders with Edison thread E14, E27 and E40, 
designed for connection to the supply of lamps and semi-luminaires* only. 

It also applies to switched-lampholders for use in a.c. circuits only, where the working 
voltage does not exceed 250 V r.m.s. 

This standard also applies to lampholders with Edison thread E5 designed for connection 
to the supply mains of series connected lamps, with a working voltage not exceeding 
25 V, to be used indoors, and to lampholders with Edison thread E10 designed for 
connection to the supply mains of series connected lamps, with a working voltage not 
exceeding 60 V, to be used indoors or outdoors. It also applies to lampholders E10 for 
building-in, for the connection of single lamps to the supply. These lampholders are not 
intended for retail sale. 

As far as it reasonably applies, this standard also covers lampholders other than 
lampholders with Edison thread designed for connection of series-connected lamps to the 
supply. 

NOTE This type of lampholder is for example used in Christmas tree lighting chains. 

As far as it reasonably applies, this standard also covers adapters. 

This standard also covers lampholders which are, wholly or partly, integral with a 
luminaire or intended to be built into appliances. It covers the requirements for the 
lampholder only. For all other requirements, such as protection against electric shock in 
the area of the terminals or of the lamp cap, the requirements of the relevant appliance 
standard shall be observed and tested after building into the appropriate equipment, when 
that equipment is tested according to its own standard. Such lampholders as well as 
lampholders provided with a snap-on outer shell, for use by luminaire manufacturers only, 
are not for retail sale. 

This standard applies to lampholders to be used indoors or outdoors in residential as well 
as in industrial lighting installations. It also applies to candle lampholders. In locations 
where special conditions prevail, as for street lighting, on board ships, in vehicles and in 
hazardous locations, e.g. where explosions are liable to occur, special constructions may 
be required. 

                                                      

* Requirements for lampholders suitable for semi-luminaires are under consideration. 


