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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee EL-026, Protective
Enclosures and Environmental Testing for Electrical/Electronic Equipment to supersede
AS 1099.4—1994, Basic environmental testing procedures for electrotechnology
Part 4: Information for specification writers—Test summaries.

The objective of this Standard is to provide the electrotechnology industry with a complete set
of environmental test procedures published as a series under AS 60068 Environmental testing.
This Standard is Part 4 of that series.

This Standard is identical with, and has been reproduced from, consolidated IEC 60068-4:1997
Ed 1.2, Environmental testing — Part 4: Information for specification writers — Test summaries
which includes its Amendments | and 2.

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies:

(a) Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the
cover and title page.

(b) In the source text ‘this international standard’ should read ‘this Australian Standard’.
(c) A full point should be substituted for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.
(d)  Any French text on figures should be ignored.

In this Standard, the following print types are used:

— requirements proper: in arial type;

— test specifications: in italic type;

— explanatory matter: in smaller arial type.

Any international Standard referenced should be replaced by an equivalent Australian Standard
when one is available. The availability of equivalent Australian Standards can be determined
either from the Standards Australia catalogue or from the Standards Australia website
(www.standards.com.au).
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Environmental testing
Part 4: Information for specification writers—Test summaries

1 Object

To provide information in summarized form on the individual environmental tests in
IEC 60068-2 to serve the purposes of specification writers and others when a knowledge of
the detailed provisions of the complete standards is not required.

It should be particularly borne in mind by all concerned with laboratory testing that these
summaries are not intended to be a substitute for the relevant complete standards.

2 General

The standards in IEC 60068-2 for the individual environmental tests are based on the general
considerations, including definitions and guidance, to be found in IEC 60068-1. That standard
gives an explanation of the method used to designate the various tests.

The uniform presentation of these summaries on a single page has resulted in varying
degrees of “reduction” of original texts which themselves vary widely in length and complexity.
Although, in order to facilitate the use of the summaries in this publication, the presentation
has been made as consistent as possible, it should be remembered that the original texts are
of different dates and are the responsibility of IEC technical committee 50 or its
subcommittees.

Tolerances have been omitted from these summaries; they can be found in IEC 60068-2.

The information in 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3, although not necessarily applicable to all the summaries,
is of general application.

2.1 Guidance

Many of the standards in IEC 60068-2 contain guidance on the application of the testing
procedure and much of this is of particular value to specification writers and others who are
not required to have a knowledge of the detailed provisions of a test. In the case of these
standards, the summaries will make no specific reference to guidance.

There are other cases, for example solar radiation testing (IEC 60068-2-5), where guidance is
to be found in another standard in the IEC 60068-2 series (IEC 60068-2-9 in the case of the
example), or — and then described as “background information” — in a standard in the
IEC 60068-3 series. In these cases, reference is made in the summary to the other standards
concerned irrespective of their degree of relevance for specification writers in order that they
can indicate fully in their specifications the sources of detailed information which laboratories
will require. The standard will then be listed in clause 5.

2.2 Storage

Guidance on the application of tests in the IEC 60068-2 series to simulate the effects of
storage, from short-term to long-term, is given in IEC 60068-2-48, to which reference should
be made in appropriate cases.
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