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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and 
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of 
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their 
respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was  prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards  New Zealand Committee  
EL-004, Electrical Accessories, to supersede AS/NZS 61535.1:2003, Installation couplers, Part 1: 
General requirements. The 2003 edition will remain current for two years from the publication of this 
Standard. During this period it is anticipated industry will test and certify installation couplers to 
either Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide Australian and New Zealand industry (including 

manufacturers, test laboratories, regulators and installers) with general and safety requirements and 

test methods for installation couplers. 

This Standard is an adoption with national modifications and has been reproduced from IEC 61535, 

Ed.1.0 (2009), Installation couplers intended for permanent connection in fixed installations and has 

been varied as indicated to take account of Australian/New Zealand conditions. The modifications are 

specified in Appendix ZZ. 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(a) Its number appears on the cover and title page, while the International Standard number appears 

only on the cover. 

(b) In the source text ‘this Standard’ should read ‘this Australian/New Zealand Standard’. 

(c) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 

References to International Standards should be replaced by references to Australian or 

Australian/New Zealand Standards, as follows: 

Reference to International Standard  Australian/New Zealand Standard 

IEC  AS   

60529  Degrees of protection provided by 

enclosures (IP Code) 

 60529 Degrees of protection provided by 

enclosures (IP Code) 

 AS/NZS   

60112 Method for the determination of 

the proof and the comparative 

tracking indices of solid 

insulating materials 

 60112 Method for the determination of the 

proof and the comparative tracking 

indices of solid insulating materials 

60695 Fire hazard testing   60695 Fire hazard testing 

60695-2-11 Part 2-11: Glowing/hot-wire 

based test methods—Glow-wire 

flammability test method for end-

products 

 60695.2.11 Part 2.11: Glowing/hot wire based test 

methods—Glow-wire flammability test 

method for end-products 

Only international references that have been adopted as Australian or Australian/New Zealand 

Standards have been listed. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the application of 

the annex or appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ annex or appendix is an integral part of a 

Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ annex or appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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In this standard the following print types are used: 

– requirements proper: in roman type; 

– test specifications: in italic type; 

– Explanatory matter: in smaller roman type. 

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until 
the maintenance result date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in 
the data related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be  

• reconfirmed, 
• withdrawn, 
• replaced by a revised edition, or 
• amended. 
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INSTALLATION COUPLERS INTENDED FOR PERMANENT  
CONNECTION IN FIXED INSTALLATIONS 

 
 
 

1 Scope 

This standard applies to two up to five wire installation couplers including earth, if provided, 
with a rated voltage up to and including 500 V a.c. and a rated connecting capacity up to and 
including 10 mm² for permanent connection in indoor electrical installations. Installation 
couplers with additional contacts for voltages other than mains voltages are outside the scope 
of this standard.  

NOTE 1 Installation couplers according to this standard are used e.g. in prefabricated buildings, installation 
cavities, such as suspended floors and ceilings, or cable tray systems, cable ladder systems, cable ducting 
systems and cable trunking systems or in commercial show rooms, in partition walls and in any similar application 
or in furniture complying with IEC 60364-7-713. 

NOTE 2 This standard may be used as a guide for installation couplers with additional contacts for voltages other 
than mains voltages. 

NOTE 3 In the UK, where installation couplers have more than 5 wires, they shall meet the requirements of 
IEC 61535 as though they were included in the scope and shall be tested in such a way that all of the mains 
voltage pins are subjected to the same level of testing. 

NOTE 4 In the USA, these installation couplers are not permitted to be used where they will not be visible after 
installation. 

An installation coupler consists of an installation female connector and an installation male 
connector for permanent connection not intended to be engaged or disengaged under load 
nor to be engaged or disengaged other than during first installation or during reconfiguration 
or maintenance of the wiring system in which installation couplers have been installed. This 
means that installation couplers are only intended for infrequent use.  

Installation couplers are not suitable for use in place of socket-outlet systems. Installation 
couplers are not suitable for use in place of devices for connecting luminaires (DCLs) 
according to IEC 61995 or luminaire supporting couplers (LSCs). 

NOTE 5 For lower limits of in-service temperatures the necessary information is given in the manufacturer’s 
installation instructions. 

In locations where special conditions prevail, as in ships, vehicles and the like and in 
hazardous locations, for example where explosions are liable to occur, special constructions 
may be required. 

NOTE 6 Particular requirements for installation couplers e.g. for. use at higher ambient temperatures, with higher 
mechanical durability (e.g. metal housings), with higher fire resistance and for use in control circuits (e.g. SELV), 
are under consideration. 

NOTE 7 National rules may have requirements concerning the accessibility of installation couplers. 

NOTE 8 Installation couplers are intended to be installed by instructed or skilled persons. 

NOTE 9 National rules may specify who is allowed to carry out the connection and disconnection of installation 
couplers. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. 
For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition 
of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 
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