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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee MS-012, Road Signs and
Traffic Signals to supersede part of AS 1742.2—1994, Manual of uniform traffic control
devices, Part 2: Traffic control devices for general use and part of AS 1742.8—1990,
Manual of uniform traffic control devices, Part 8: Freeways. The remaining material in
AS 1742.2—1994 and AS 1742.8—1990 not covered by this Standard is to be revised and
republished as AS 1742.2.

This Standard is one of a series of fifteen Standards as follows:

AS

1742 Manual of uniform traffic control devices

1742.1 Part 1: General introduction and index of signs

1742.2 Part 2: Traffic control devices for general use

1742.3 Part 3: Traffic control devices for works on roads

1742 .4 Part 4: Speed controls

1742.5 Part 5: Street name and community facility name signs
1742.6 Part 6: Tourist and service signs

1742.7 Part 7: Railway crossings

1742.8 Part 8: Freeways

1742.9 Part 9: Bicycle facilities

1742.10  Part 10: Pedestrian control and protection

1742.11 Part 11: Parking controls

1742.12 Part 12: Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes

1742.13 Part 13: Local area traffic management

1742.14 Part 14: Traffic signals

1742.15 Part 15: Direction signs, information signs and route numbering (this
Standard)

The principal variation from the subject material previously included in the 1994 Edition of
AS 1742.2 is the recommended phasing out of shield based route numbering systems (other
than in certain specialist areas such as tourist and overdimensional load route numbering)
and their replacement with the alphanumeric system of A, B, C and M routes. Other
significant changes include the following:

(a) More detailed guidance material on signboard design and layout.
(b) A new categorization of Intersection Direction signs and Fingerboards.

(¢) Inclusion of direction signs for expressway type roads no longer to be covered by
AS 1742.8.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.



3 AS 1742.15—2007

CONTENTS

Page
SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL
L1 SCOPE ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e et eeeas 4
1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS ..ottt ettt 4
1.3 DEFINITIONS ..ottt ettt e ettt e e st e e e aaaeee e 4
1.4  RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTHORITY FOR INSTALLATION.......ccceevvveiirieennn. 5
1.5 PRINCIPLES OF GOOD SIGN PRACTICE ......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 5
1.6 SIGN DESIGN GUIDELINES ...ttt 6
1.7 INSTALLATION AND LOCATION ...ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeiteee ettt 13
1.8 MATERIALS AND MANUFACTURING SPECIFICATIONS ......cccoiiiiiiiiiiieeenn. 13
SECTION 2 DIRECTION SIGNS AT AND NEAR INTERSECTIONS
2.1 GENERAL ettt e 16
2.2 ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGNS ...ttt 16
2.3 DRIVING INSTRUCTION DIRECTION SIGNS ...cooiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiiiieeee e 22
2.4 INTERSECTION DIRECTION SIGNS AND FINGERBOARDS..........cccccovvininnnen 26
2.5 REASSURANCE DIRECTION SIGNS ..ot 31
2.6  TYPICAL ARRANGEMENT DIAGRAMS ... ..ottt 32
SECTION 3 EXPRESSWAY DIRECTION SIGNS
3.1 GENERAL L.t st e s e e 40
3.2  PROVISION OF SIGNS .. oottt e e e e e eibaeeeeaee s 40
3.3 LEGEND SELECTION .....coitiiiiiiiiitite ettt e e e eiiaaree e e s 40
3.4 ADVANCE EXIT AND EXIT DIRECTION SIGNS ...ttt 42
3.5 SUPPLEMENTARY ADVANCE SIGNS ...t 47
3.6 REASSURANCE AND INTERCHANGE SEQUENCE SIGNS .......cccooiiiiiiniiien, 48
3.7 DIRECTION SIGNS AT RAMP TERMINALS ..ot 49
3.8 SIGNS ON APPROACH TO AND ALONG TOLLED EXPRESSWAYS................ 50
3.9 TYPICAL DIRECTION SIGN TREATMENT .....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeen 51
SECTION 4 ROUTE NUMBERING
4.1  GENERAL PRINCIPLES ...ttt 57
4.2  TYPES OF ROUTE NUMBERING ....ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceieeeeeee e 57
43 THE ALPHANUMERIC SYSTEM—DESCRIPTION AND USE ........ccccoviiveernnnen. 59
4.4  DISPLAY OF NUMBERS ...ttt 60
SECTION 5 GENERAL INFORMATION SIGNS
5.1 GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURE SIGNS (G6) ..coeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieeeee et 66
5.2 KILOMETRE POSTS .ottt ettt 67
5.3 NON-STANDARD INFORMATION SIGNS ...ttt 68
APPENDICES
A DETERMINATION OF LETTER SIZES FOR SIGNS ...ttt 70
B GUIDELINES FOR THE LAYOUT OF LEGEND ELEMENTS ON DIRECTION
SIGIN S ettt e ettt e ettt e e st e st e e 71
C ILLUMINATION AND REFLECTORIZATION OF SIGNS.......cccoiviiiiiiiiieee. 74
D INSTALLATION AND LOCATION OF SIGNS ...ccoiiiiiiiieieeeteeeee e 75



AS 1742.15—2007 4

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Manual of uniform traffic control devices

Part 15: Direction signs, information signs and route numbering

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This Standard specifies requirements and gives recommendations for the design and use of
direction signs and related navigational aids including route numbering for all roads
including expressway type roads. It also covers general information signs but not street
name and community facility name signs or tourist or services signs.

NOTES:
1 Street name and community facility name signs are covered in AS 1742.5.
2 Tourist and services signs and covered in AS 1742.6.

3 Direction signs for bicycle facilities are covered in AS 1742.9.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

AS

1348 Roads and traffic engineering—Glossary of terms

1742 Manual of uniform traffic control devices

1742.2 Part 2: Traffic control devices for general use

1742 .4 Part 4: Speed controls

1742.5 Part 5: Street name and community facility name signs
1742.6 Part 6: Tourist and services signs

1742.9 Part 9: Bicycle facilities
1742.14  Part 14: Traffic signals

1743 Road signs—Specifications

1744 Forms of letters and numerals for road signs

2342 Development, testing and implementation of information and safety symbols
and symbolic signs

AS/NZS

1906 Retroreflective materials and devices for road traffic control purposes

1906.1 Part 1: Retroreflective materials

Austroads

Rural Road Design: A Guide to the Design of Rural Roads.: Austroads 2003

1.3 DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this Standard the definitions in AS 1348 and the following apply.
1.3.1 Expressway type roads

A divided highway for through traffic with full or partial control of access and generally
with grade separation at intersections. The term includes expressways, freeways, tollways
and motorways (as defined in AS 1348).
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