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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CH-036, the Analysis of
Body Fluids and Waste to supersede AS 4308—1995, Recommended practice for the
collection, detection and quantitation of drugs of abuse in urine.

The objective of this Standard is to specify an appropriate collection procedure for samples
and the competence of the laboratory conducting the test. A range of options for the
preliminary test is presented but a chromatographic separation coupled to mass
spectrometry is the only approved confirmatory test technology at present. The cut-off
levels listed for both the preliminary test and confirmatory test are defined. The Standard
addresses only the testing of samples for medico-legal purposes. The testing of samples for
clinical use is not covered.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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S E C T I O N  1   S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L

1.1   SCOPE

This Standard sets out procedures for the sample collection and the detection and
quantitation of drugs of abuse in human urine. The method is intended for workplace,
medicolegal or court directed detection of any or all of the following classes of drugs:

(a) Opiates.

(b) Sympathomimetic amines.

(c) Cannabis metabolites.

(d) Cocaine metabolites.

(e) Benzodiazepines.
NOTE: The detection and reporting of drug classes other than those listed above is not precluded.
See Clause 6.1(g).

Aspects of this Standard have relevance to testing for drugs of abuse in urine; however,
clinical testing is outside the scope of this Standard. This Standard does not cover the
testing of urine samples following excessive intake of therapeutic drugs or vitamins,
exogenous hormone intake or ingestion of performance-enhancing drugs which may be used
by sports participants.

Procedures for initial testing are set out in Section 4. Procedures for confirmatory testing
are set out in Section 5.

NOTE: It is a requirement of this Standard that initial testing and confirmatory testing are
performed in the same laboratory (see Clauses 4.1 and 5.1).

1.2   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS
2162 Verification and use of volumetric apparatus
2162.1 Part 1: General—Volumetric glassware
2162.2 Part 2: Guide to the use of piston-operated volumetric apparatus (POVA)

2164 Laboratory glassware  — One-mark volumetric flasks

2166 One-mark pipettes

2167 Graduated straight pipettes

AS/NZS
2243 Safety in laboratories
2243.1 Part 1:  General
2243.2 Part 2:  Chemical aspects
2243.3 Part 3:  Microbiology

ISO
3696 Water for analytical laboratory use—Specification and test methods


