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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee 

AV-003, Acoustics—Human Effects, to supersede AS 1088.7—1987, Hearing aids—

Measurement of the performance characteristics of hearing aids for quality inspection for 

delivery purposes. 

After consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards New 

Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an 

Australian/New Zealand Standard.  

The objective of this Standard is to give recommendations for the measurement of the 

performance characteristics of air-conduction hearing aids of a particular model for the 

purposes of comparing measured properties with those specified by the manufacturer.  

This Standard is identical with, and has been reproduced from IEC 60118-7, Ed. 2.0 (2005), 

Electroacoustics—Hearing aids—Part 7: Measurement of the performance characteristics of 

hearing aids for production, supply and delivery quality assurance purposes. 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(a) Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the 

cover and title page. 

(b) In the source text ‘this part of IEC 60118’ should read ‘this Australian Standard. 

(c) A full point should be substituted for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 
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Hearing aids—Part 7: Measurement of the performance characteristics of 
hearing aids for production, supply and delivery quality assurance 

purposes 

1 Scope 

This part of IEC 60118 gives recommendations for the measurement of the performance 
characteristics of air-conduction hearing aids of a particular model for production, supply and 
delivery quality assurance purposes. The manufacturer will normally assign nominal values. 

This standard does not relate to mechanical or environmental tests. It should not be used as 
the basis for the exchange of information about hearing aid characteristics in general, nor is it 
intended to be used as a predictor for real-ear performance. 

NOTE Terms such as "manufacturer" and "purchaser" are used in this standard. These terms may be understood, 
however, to refer to the supplier and recipient respectively in any arrangement for the supply of hearing aids in 
which the use of this standard is called for. 

Though the number of measurements covered by this standard is limited, it is not intended 
that all measurements described herein shall be made in every case. 

This second edition now specifies performance requirements. Conformance to the specifi-
cations in this standard is demonstrated only when the result of a measurement, extended by 
the actual expanded uncertainty of measurement of the testing laboratory, lies fully within the 
tolerances specified in this standard extended by the values for Umax given in Table 4.

In case of custom-made in-the-ear instruments, the data supplied by the manufacturer applies 
only to the particular hearing aid being tested. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. 
For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition 
of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

IEC 60318-5, Electroacoustics – Simulators of human head and ear – Part 5: 2 cm
3 
coupler

for the measurement of hearing aids and earphones coupled to the ear by means of ear 

inserts 1) 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purpose of this document, the following terms and definitions apply: 

1) To be published. IEC 60318-5 is a revision of IEC 60126:1973, IEC reference coupler for the measurement of
hearing aids using earphones coupled to the ear by means of ear inserts.




