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PREFACE

This standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Information 
Processing Systems as a revision of AS X2—1969, which it accordingly super­
sedes.

It specifies graphical symbols for use in flowcharts for information proces­
sing systems and gives conventions for incorporating these symbols in flow­
charts.

This standard is based on ISO 1028, Flowchart Symbols, and ISO 2636, 
Information Processing—Conventions for Incorporating Flowchart Symbols 
in Flowcharts, published by the International Organization for Standardization, 
and with which it is technically identical. Acknowledgement is made of the 
assistance received from these sources.

It should be noted that ISO is at present revising ISO 1028 and ISO'2636 
and intending to publish a new standard which would incorporate both of these 
existing standards and. specify documentation symbols and conventions for 
data, program.,and system flowcharts, program network charts and systems 
resources charts. Since this work will not be completed in the near future, it 
was decided to publish this Australian standard. However, when the new ISO 
standard is published (as ISO 5809), this-standard will be revised to take 
account of.the changes and additions in the new ISO standard. ;
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1 SCOPE. This standard sets out symbols to be used in information pro­
cessing documentation and gives guidance on the conventions for incorporat­
ing such symbols in flowcharts.

2 APPLICATION. The graphical symbols included in this standard are 
intended to represent on flowcharts both—

(a) the sequence of operations; and
(b) the flow of data and paperwork of information processing systems. 

This standard does not cover—
(i) identifying, descriptive or explanatory information written inside or 

adjacent to a symbol; or
(ii) pictorial type flowcharts that utilize pictures or drawings to depict a 

system.

3 FLOWCHART SYMBOLS.

1 process
This symbol represents any kind of processing functions, e.g. 
the process of executing a defined operation or group of opera­
tions resulting in a change in value, form, or location of informa­
tion, or in the determination of which of several flow directions 
is to be followed.

decision
This symbol represents a decision or switching type operation 
that determines which of a number of alternative paths is to be 
followed.

3 preparation
This symbol represents modification of an instruction or group 
of instructions which change the program itself, e.g. set a switch, 
modify an index register, and initialize a routine.

4 predefined process
This symbol represents a named process consisting of one or 
more operations or program steps that are specified elsewhere, 
e.g. sub-routine.

5 manual operation
This symbol represents any offline process geared to the speed 
of a human being, without using mechanical aid.

6 auxiliary operation
This symbol represents an offline operation performed on equip­
ment not under direct control of the central processing unit.
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