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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 04377.
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee EL-004,  Electrical Accessories to supersede AS/NZS 3122:1993, Approval and 

test specification—Socket-outlet adaptors on publication. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide the Australian and New Zealand electrical 

industry including manufacturers, test laboratories and regulators with requirements and 

test methods for electrical portable outlet devices. 

This Standard is one of a series of approval and test specifications to be read in conjunction 

with AS/NZS 3100, Approval and test specifications—General requirements for electrical 

equipment. The purpose of this series is to outline conditions which must be met to secure 

approval for the sale and use of electrical equipment in Australia and New Zealand. Only 

safety matters and related conditions are covered. 

The essential safety requirements in AS/NZS 3820 that could be applicable to socket-outlet 

adaptors are covered by this Standard taken in conjunction with any other relevant 

requirements affecting safety. 

This Standard was revised to incorporate Amendments 1 and 2 to AS/NZS 3122:1993 and 

to introduce the following technical and editorial changes: 

(a) Modification of Clause 7 to include additional requirements from AS/NZS 3112. 

(b) Inclusion of requirements for travel adaptors in Appendix A. 

(c) Updating of cross-references to referred Standards and other minor editorial changes. 

This Standard does not include all the necessary conditions of a contract. 
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1   SCOPE 

This Standard applies to socket-outlet adaptors, as defined in Clause 4, and intended for use 

at low or extra-low voltage. 

NOTE: As of 1 November 1990, Australian regulatory authorities will not approve rewirable 

socket-outlet adaptors. 

2   APPLICATION 

2.1   General requirements of AS/NZS 3100 

This Standard shall be read in conjunction with AS/NZS 3100 and the appropriate 

provisions of AS/NZS 3100 shall apply to the construction of a socket-outlet adaptor and 

the insulation and safeguarding of parts which normally carry current. 

2.2   Specific requirements of this Standard 

A socket-outlet adaptor shall be deemed to comply with this Standard only if it complies 

with all requirements of this Standard and passes the specified tests. 

3   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

IEC  

60384 Fixed capacitors for use in electronic equipment 

60384-14 Part 14: Sectional specification—Fixed capacitors for electromagnetic 

interference suppression and connection to the supply mains 

APPROVAL AND TEST SPECIFICATIONS 

AS/NZS  

3100 General requirements for electrical equipment 

3112 Plugs and socket-outlets 

3120 Cord extension sockets 

3199 Cord extension sets  

4   DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this Standard the definitions below apply. 

4.1   Non-rewirable socket-outlet adaptor 

A socket-outlet adaptor so constructed that it forms an integral unit with any flexible cable 

or cord, such that— 

(a) any flexible cable or cord cannot be detached from the accessory without making the 

accessory useless;  or 

(b) any flexible cord cannot be replaced by hand or by using a general purpose tool. 


