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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 08036. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee 

EL-004, Electrical Accessories to supersede AS/NZS 61058.1:2002. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide Australian and New Zealand electrical industries 

with general electrical safety requirements for switches for appliances. This Standard does not 

apply to cord-line switches within the scope of AS/NZS 3127:2002, Approval and test 

specification—Cord-line switches. 

This Standard is an adoption with national modifications and has been reproduced from the 

third edition of IEC 61058-1, Ed. 3.1 (2000), Switches for appliances - Part 1: General 

requirements (including Amendment 1:2001), and has been varied as indicated to take account 

of Australian/New Zealand conditions. 

Variations to IEC 61058-1, Ed. 3.1 (2000) are indicated at the appropriate places throughout 

this standard. Strikethrough (example) identifies IEC text, tables and figures which, for the 

purposes of this Australian/New Zealand Standard, are deleted. Where text, tables or figures are 

added, each is set in its proper place and identified by shading (example). Added figures are not 

themselves shaded, but are identified by a shaded border. 

These variations also form the Australian national variations for purposes of the IEC scheme for 

recognition of results of testing to Standards for safety of electrical equipment (the CB scheme). 

In this Standard, the following print types are used: 

– requirements proper: in arial type; 

– test specifications: in italic type; 

– explanatory matter: in smaller arial type. 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(a) Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the 

cover and title page. 

(b) In the source text ‘this International Standard’ should read ‘this Australian/New Zealand 

Standard’. 

(c) A full point should be substituted for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 

This Standard does not purport to include all the necessary conditions of a contract. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ are used to define the application of the annex to 

which they apply. A normative annex is an integral part of a standard, whereas an informative 

annex is only for information and guidance. 
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Any table, figure or text of the international standard that is struck through is not part of this 
standard. Any Australian/New Zealand table, figure or text that is added is part of this 
standard and is identified by shading. 

1 Scope  

1.1 This International Standard applies to switches (mechanical or electronic) for appliances 
actuated by hand, by foot or by other human activity, to operate or control electrical 
appliances and other equipment for household or similar purposes with a rated voltage not 
exceeding 440 V and a rated current not exceeding 63 A. 

These switches are intended to be operated by a person, via an actuating member or by 
actuating a sensing unit. The actuating member or sensing unit can be integral with or 
arranged separately, either physically or electrically, from the switch and may involve 
transmission of a signal, for example electrical, optical, acoustic or thermal, between the 
actuating member or sensing unit and the switch. 

Switches which incorporate additional control functions governed by the switch function are 
within the scope of this standard. 

This standard also covers the indirect actuation of the switch when the operation of the 
actuating member or sensing unit is provided by a remote control or a part of an appliance or 
equipment such as a door. 

NOTE 1 Electronic switches may be combined with mechanical switches giving full disconnection or micro-
disconnection. 

NOTE 2 Electronic switches without a mechanical switch in the supply circuit provide only electronic 
disconnection. Therefore, the circuit on the load side is always considered to be live. 

NOTE 3 For switches used in tropical climates, additional requirements may be necessary. 

NOTE 3  For the purposes of this Standard, Australia and New Zealand are not considered to be tropical countries. 

NOTE 4 Attention is drawn to the fact that the standards for appliances may contain additional or alternative 
requirements for switches. 

NOTE 5 Throughout this standard, the word "appliance" means "appliance or equipment". 

NOTE 6 This part of IEC 61058 is applicable when testing incorporated switches. When other types of switches 
for appliances are tested, this part is applicable together with the relevant IEC 61058-2. 

This part may, however, be applied for other types of switches which are not mentioned in IEC 61058-2, provided 
that the electrical safety is not disregarded. 

1.2 This standard applies to switches intended to be incorporated in, on or with an 
appliance. 

1.3 This standard also applies to switches incorporating electronic devices. 




