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Australian StandardTM

Methods of testing plastics and composite
materials sanitary plumbing fixtures

Method 8:  Determination of resistance to thermal
shock of laundry troughs

1   SCOPE

This Standard sets out a method for determining the resistance to thermal shock of plastics
laundry troughs.

2   REFERENCED DOCUMENT

The following document is referred to in this Standard:

AS
3558 Methods of testing plastics and composite materials sanitary plumbing fixtures
3558.6 Method 6:   Visual examination of surface finish for defects

3   PRINCIPLE

The trough is mounted in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions. Hot
water is maintained at a constant level and then drained. Cold water is then maintained at a
constant level and then drained. This procedure is repeated over a prescribed period, and the
trough is then inspected for discoloration or deterioration.

4   APPARATUS

The following apparatus is required:

(a) A water level limiting device or other suitable means to maintain a constant water
level of not less than 50 mm above the flange of the outlet fitting of the trough, when
the water is flowing into the trough at the prescribed rate, and to empty the trough
within 1.5 min of termination of the flow of input water (see Figure 1).

(b) An automatic cycle timer.

(c) Hot and cold water supplies.
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