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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards Web 
Shop at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line 
catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Global Standard, has a full listing of revisions 
and amendments published each month. 

Australian StandardsTM and other products and services developed by Standards 
Australia are published and distributed under contract by SAI Global, which 
operates the Standards Web Shop. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.org.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW 
2001. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 04172.
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Committee PK-028, Metal Cans for Non-Food Products, to 

supersede AS 2854—1986. This new edition is the result of a comprehensive review of the 

Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to specify structural and performance requirements for 

tinplate cans for general use. 

This Standard has been revised to include examples of common can shapes and cross-

sections. The list of definitions has been expanded and updated to reflect current industry 

usage and to align with other Standards. A greater range of performance tests has been 

specified. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 



 3 AS 2854—2004 

 

 

CONTENTS 

   Page 

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL 

 1.1 SCOPE ........................................................................................................................ 4 

 1.2 APPLICATION ........................................................................................................... 4 

 1.3 INNOVATIONS.......................................................................................................... 4 

 1.4 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS .................................................................................. 4 

 1.5 DEFINITIONS ............................................................................................................ 5 

SECTION 2 DESIGN AND MANUFACTURING REQUIREMENTS 

 2.1 SCOPE OF SECTION ................................................................................................. 9 

 2.2 CAPACITIES AND DIMENSIONS OF STOCK SIZE CANS.................................... 9 

 2.3 NON-STOCK SIZE CANS.......................................................................................... 9 

SECTION 3 CONSTRUCTION TYPES, SHAPES AND SPECIAL FEATURES 

 3.1 CONSTRUCTION TYPES........................................................................................ 11 

 3.2 SHAPES .................................................................................................................... 12 

 3.3 SPECIAL FEATURES .............................................................................................. 13 

SECTION 4   MANUFACTURE 

 4.1 MATERIALS ............................................................................................................ 15 

 4.2 SEAMS...................................................................................................................... 15 

 4.3 CLOSURES............................................................................................................... 15 

 4.4 HANDLE (BAIL-TYPE) ........................................................................................... 16 

 4.5 FINISH ...................................................................................................................... 16 

 4.6 MARKING ................................................................................................................ 16 

 4.7 CLEANLINESS ........................................................................................................ 16 

SECTION 5 PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 5.1 FRICTION CLOSURE CANS................................................................................... 21 

 5.2 NON-REMOVABLE TOP CANS WITH SCREW THREAD CLOSURES .............. 21 

APPENDICES 

 A INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED....................................................................... 22 

 B METHOD FOR DETERMINING GROSS LIDDED CAPACITY ............................ 23 

 C PERFORMANCE TESTS—FRICTION CLOSURE CANS...................................... 24 

 D METHOD OF TEST FOR HANDLE STRENGTH ................................................... 27 

 



AS 2854—2004 4 

 

 Standards Australia  www.standards.com.au 

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA 
 

Australian Standard 

Tinplate cans for general use 
 

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies structural and performance requirements for a range of tinplate cans 

for general use and having a maximum nominal diameter or cross-section of 230 mm. These 

cans have re-closable sealing systems, comprising friction closure cans and non-removable 

top cans with screw thread closures. 

Nominal capacities, gross lidded capacities and dimensions are specified for a range of 

stock size cans. Recommendations for non-stock size cans are also provided. 

NOTE: Additional information that may be required by the purchaser or the manufacturer is given 

in Appendix A. 

This Standard describes specifications and type-testing only. Relevant parties should decide 

upon acceptable quality levels (AQLs) based on AS 1199.1. 

1.2   APPLICATION 

This Standard applies to cans which are primarily designed as inner packagings for liquids, 

but which may also be used for powders and other solid or semi-solid materials. Subject to 

compatibility under normal conditions of storage, handling or transport, they are intended to 

be used for the packaging of contents that require normal protection. 

NOTES:  

1 This Standard does not apply to friction closure cans that have a diaphragm under the closure 

and are filled through the other end of the can prior to double seaming that end. 

2 This Standard also does not apply to cans with slip covers or lids, or to cans with removable 

plugs which fit into the full open end of the can body (i.e. full friction cans). 

3 Cans manufactured to this Standard may also be suitable for the transport of dangerous goods 

if approved and marked in accordance with the requirements of the legislation applicable to 

the chosen mode of transport. 

1.3   INNOVATIONS 

The requirements of this Standard are not intended to restrict any innovations and 

improvements such as any novel materials, designs, methods of assembly, or the like, which 

give equivalent performance. 

1.4   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS  

1199 Sampling procedures for inspection by attributes 

1199.1 Part 1:  Sampling schemes indexed by acceptance quality limit (AQL) for 

lot-by-lot inspection 

1517 Tinplate and blackplate 

  


