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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CS-001, Small Craft, to
supersede AS 1799.1—1992, Small Pleasure Boats Code, Part 1: General requirements for
power boats.

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (May 2010) and Amendment No. 2
(September 2010). The changes required by the Amendments are indicated in the text by a
marginal bar and amendment number against the clause, note, table, figure or part thereof

affected.

In developing this edition, the Committee took cognisance of the publication, National
Assessment of Boating Fatalities in Australia, 1999-2004 published by the National Marine
Safety Committee in May 2008.

Apart from a general update and editorial review, this edition incorporates a number of
changes in requirements compared to the 1992 edition, the most significant of which are as
follows:

(a) The requirements for swamped buoyancy have been revised to make the criteria for
acceptance clearer and the means of assessment more objective. This includes an in-
water test to determine level flotation.

(b) The arbitrary limit on tiller-steered outboard motors has been replaced by a test of
manoeuvrability, based upon the approach used in the USA and Europe.

(c) The assumed masses of outboard motors in Table 2.1 have been revised to align with
the latest American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) data.

(d) The minimum length at which the stability of a boat is assessed using a heeling test
has been reduced from 7.5 m to 6 m.

(e) A requirement to provide an operator’s manual has been added.

While it was recognised that elements of AS 1799.1 are sometimes referenced in standards
for commercial vessels, the Committee felt that this Standard could only adequately address
the minimum safety requirements that apply when a boat is used recreationally, taking into
account factors like typical patterns of usage and the anticipated competency of those on
board a recreational boat. In circumstances where it is felt that a boat designed for
recreational use would be adequate to serve a specific commercial purpose, certain
requirements of AS 1799.1 may be appropriate.

Compliance with the following International Standards is deemed to satisfy the
requirements of Sections 2 to 6 of this Standard, ISO 8666, ISO 9094-1, ISO 11592,
ISO 11812, ISO 12216, ISO 12217-1, ISO 12217-3, ISO 13590, ISO 14946, 1SO 15084,
ISO 21487. Satisfying the requirements of AS 1799.1 (this Standard) is based on
compliance in full with all of the equivalent ISO standards, but not a combination of
ISO standards and the requirements in this Standard. See Clause 1.5 for the appropriate
ISO Design Category.

At the time of publication of this Standard, the future of the other Parts in the AS 1799
series had yet to be determined.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ are used to define the application of the appendix
to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard, whereas an
‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Small craft

Part 1: General requirements for power boats

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This Standard sets out requirements for maximum load, persons and power capacities, and
for reserve buoyancy, stability, fire protection, testing of power boats and other safety
aspects for craft up to 15 m in overall length used as recreational boats. It does not apply to
boats used for commercial purposes or exclusively for racing, nor to canoes, kayaks,
inflatable boats, rigid inflatable boats, yachts or auxiliary yachts.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS
1799
1799.3

2444
4214

4393
4594
4594.1

4594.3
5601

AS/NZS
1841
1841.1
1841.2
1841.3
1841.4
1841.5
1841.6
1841.7

1850
2080
2906
60079

Small Pleasure Boats Code
Part 3: Engineering

Portable fire extinguishers and fire blankets—Selection and location
Gaseous fire extinguishing systems

Small craft—Hull identification—Coding system

Internal combustion engines—Performance

Part 1: Standard reference conditions, declarations of power, fuel and
lubricating oil consumption and test methods

Part 3: Engines for land, rail-traction and marine use—Test measurements

Gas installations

Portable fire extinguishers

Part 1: General requirements

Part 2: Specific requirements for water type extinguishers

Part 3:  Specific requirements for wet chemical type extinguishers

Part 4: Specific requirements for foam type extinguishers

Part 5: Specific requirements for powder type extinguishers

Part 6: Specific requirements for carbon dioxide type extinguishers

Part 7: Portable fire extinguishers—Specific requirements for vaporising
liquid type extinguishers

Portable fire extinguishers—Classification, rating and performance testing
Safety glazing for land vehicles
Fuel containers—Portable—plastic and metal

Explosive atmospheres

60079.29.1 Part 29.1: Gas detectors—Performance requirements of detectors for flammable

www.standards.org.au

gases

© Standards Australia
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