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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Chainsaw Safety to
supersede AS 3575—1988,Brushcutters—Safety requirements.

This edition incorporates technical changes which have been introduced into related ISO
Standards and other documents which are under consideration by the responsible technical
committee. Other changes include—

(a) updating of reference documents;

(b) adoption of the terms clearing saw, brushcutter and grass trimmer to describe the styles
of units covered by this Standard; and

(c) editorial changes in accordance with Standards Australia policy.

This Standard does not give recommendations for the safe use of clearing saws, brushcutters
and grass trimmers. Guidance for safe working is covered in AS 3576,Brushcutters— Guide
to safe working practices.

This Standard does not prescribe specific methods for the measurement of sound power levels
for the purpose of hearing conservation programs. Reference should be made to AS 3534,
Acoustics—Method for measurement of airborne noise emitted by powered lawn mowers,
edge and brushcutters, and string trimmers.

During the development of this Standard, reference was made to the following
documentation:

ISO
7916:1989 Forestry machinery—Portable brush-saws—Measurement of hand-transmitted

vibration

7917:1987 Acoustics—Measurement at the operator’s position of airborne noise emitted
by brush saws

7918:1985 Forestry machinery —Portable brush saws —Circular saw-blade
guard—Dimensions

8380:1993 Forestry machinery—Portable brush saws—Circular saw-blade — Strength

9467:1993 Forestry machinery—Portable chainsaws and brushcutters —Exhaust system-
caused fire risk

11682:1993 Brush cutters and grass-trimmers— Technical data

ISO/DIS
11806 Manually portable forestry machinery—Brushcutters and grass-trimmers —Safety
requirements and testing

The assistance gained from these documents is acknowledged.

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the appendix
to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retr ieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively
in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edit ion of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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S E C T I O N 1 S C O P E A N D G E N E R A L

1.1 SCOPE This Standard specifies safety requirements for electrically driven and internal
combustion engine-driven clearing saws, brushcutters and grass trimmers intended for use in
clearing grass, weeds, brush, shrubs and small trees.

This Standard is not applicable to backpack power units, dedicated lawn edge trimmers, pole
pruners or lawn trimmers complying with AS 4057.

1.2 APPLICATION This Standard is intended for use in conjunction with regulations
issued by regulatory authorities and applicable to the use of clearing saws, brushcutters and
grass trimmers.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1270 Acoustics —Hearing protectors

1319 Safety signs for the occupational environment

2763 Vibration and shock —Hand-transmitted vibration —Guidelines for measurement and
assessment of human exposure

4057 Powered walk-behind and hand-held lawn trimmers and lawn edge
trimmers —Mechanical safety requirements and test methods

AS/NZS
3160 Approval and test specification —Hand-held portable electric tools

ISO
7916 Forestry machinery —Portable brush-saws—Measurement of hand-transmitted

vibration

7917 Acoustics —Measurement at the operator’s position of airborne noise emitted by
brush saws

9467 Forestry machinery —Portable chain-saws and brush-cutters—Exhaust system-
caused fire risk

1.4 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions below apply.

1.4.1 Accompanying documents—documents accompanying the brushcutter and containing
all important information for the user, in particular that relevant to safety.

1.4.2 Angle transmission—device for transmitting power from the transmission shaft to
the cutting device.

1.4.3 Brushcutter—a mechanical hand-held device with a rotating blade made of metal or
plastic intended to cut weed, brush, shrubs and similar vegetation (see Figures 1.1 and 1.2).

1.4.4 Clearing saw—a mechanical hand-held device with a rotating metal saw blade
intended to cut brush, shrubs, small trees and similar vegetation (see Figures 1.1 and 1.2).
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