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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards 
Australia web site at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard 
in the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Global Standard, has a full listing of revisions 
and amendments published each month. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.com.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW 
2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee ME-053, Heavy Road Vehicles, to supersede AS 4001.1—1992, Motor 

vehicles—Rear marker plates, Part 1: Manufacturing requirements. 

After consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards 

New Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an 

Australian/New Zealand Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide motor vehicle rear marker plate manufacturers 

with manufacturing requirements that specify materials, production processes, graphics and 

text design, performance requirements and test methods. 

This Standard is Part 1 of AS 4001, Motor vehicles—Rear marker plates, which is 

published in Parts as follows: 

Part 1: Manufacturing and classification requirements for Class 1A and Class 1 reflective

plates (this Standard) 

Part 2: Fitting requirements for Class 1A, Class 1 and Class 2 reflective plates 

Part 3: Manufacturing and classification requirements for Class 2 reflective plates 

During the 1980s, the then Australian Federal Office of Road Safety initiated a program to 

improve the night time visibility of vehicles over 12 tonnes GVM. This resulted in the 

adoption by Australia of the rear marker format proposed in Germany by the Aligemeiner 

Deutscher Automobile Club (ADAC). This rear marker plate had been earlier adopted for 

use on US military transport vehicles in Germany. Subsequently rear marker plates were 

introduced in Australian Design Rules. 

This revision upgrades the Australian performance requirements for reflective rear marker 

plates to that of UN/ECE regulation 70 amendment 1 by introducing the use of Class 1A 

retroreflective material. The Class 1A material enables the use of pressure sensitive rear 

markers. 

This revision includes the option of using Category 34 plates on both sides of the rear of the 

vehicle. 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and 

guidance. 
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies manufacturing requirements for Class 1A and Class 1 reflectorized 

rear marker plates intended for use on road vehicles. It defines materials, production 

processes, graphics and text design, performance requirements and test methods. 

NOTES:  

1 Appendix A gives guidelines on necessary durability under user maintenance conditions. 

2 Part 2 of this Standard (AS 4001.2) specifies fitting requirements on vehicles including the 

location of rear marker plates. 

3 Part 3 of this Standard (AS 4001.3) specifies manufacturing requirements for Class 2 

reflectorized rear marker plates. 

1.2   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS  

1744 Forms of letters and numerals for road signs (known as Standard alphabets for 

road signs) 

4001 Motor vehicles   —  Rear marker plates 

4001.2 Part 2: Fitting requirements for Class 1A, Class 1 and Class 2 reflective

plates 

4001.3 Part 3: Manufacturing and classification requirements for Class 2 reflective 

plates 

AS/NZS  

1734 Aluminium and aluminium alloys   —  Flat sheet, coiled sheet and plate 

1906 Retroreflective materials and devices for road traffic control purposes 

1906.1 Part 1: Retroreflective materials 

1.3   DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions below apply. 

1.3.1   Backing material 

Either a rigid plate, the surface of which has been prepared prior to the application of the 

retroreflective material or a properly cleaned surface of a motor vehicle or trailer. 

1.3.2   Gross vehicle mass (GVM) 

The maximum loaded mass of the vehicle, either— 

(a) specified by the manufacturer on an identification plate on the vehicle; or 
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