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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and 
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of 
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their 
respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS/NZS 2815.6. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee SF-017, Occupational Diving, as a new Part to the AS and AS/NZS 2815 series. 

The Standard is Part 6 of a series of Standards on the training and certification of 

underwater divers, where the requirements of regulatory authorities and industry demand a 

prescribed degree of training and competence to ensure an adequate degree of safety, 

performance and economy. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide regulatory authorities, training providers and 

trainees with the content of a training course for imparting minimum levels of competency 

to trainee restricted occupational SCUBA divers, and assessment procedures. 

This Standard is particularly related to (but not restricted to) the training of personnel who 

will be engaged in underwater operations as described in AS/NZS 2299.2, Occupational 

diving operations, Part 2: Scientific diving. 

This Standard also provides guidance and allows for certified divers to undertake EAN 

training as a standalone addition to restricted occupational diver training which was 

previously undertaken. 

The task training set out in the units of this Standard will provide the trainee with a general 

appreciation of the techniques and problems involved in carrying out the specified 

underwater work. For the diver to be considered a competent underwater worker, it will 

generally be necessary for further specialist training to be undertaken. 

 



 3 AS/NZS 2815.6:2013 

 

CONTENTS 

 Page 

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL 

 1.1 SCOPE ......................................................................................................................... 4 

 1.2 APPLICATION ........................................................................................................... 5 

 1.3 NORMATIVE REFERENCES .................................................................................... 5 

 1.4 DEFINITIONS ............................................................................................................. 6 

 1.5 PURPOSE .................................................................................................................... 7 

 1.6 TRAINEE APPLICATION CRITERIA ....................................................................... 7 

SECTION 2 TRAINING COURSE CONTENT ....................................................................... 9 

SECTION 3 UNITS OF COMPETENCY 

 3.1 ROLE OF THE RESTRICTED OCCUPATIONAL SCUBA DIVER ........................ 10 

 3.2 ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY AND DIVING PHYSICS ........................................... 10 

 3.3 HEALTH AND SAFETY IN DIVING OPERATIONS ............................................. 13 

 3.4 DIVING FIRST AID ................................................................................................. 14 

 3.5 EFFECTIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIPS ............................................................ 16 

 3.6 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES ................................................................................ 17 

 3.7 SCUBA EQUIPMENT .............................................................................................. 18 

 3.8 PRE-DIVE PREPARATIONS ................................................................................... 20 

 3.9 UNDERWATER DEPLOYMENT ............................................................................ 21 

 3.10 POST-DIVE PROCEDURES .................................................................................... 24 

 3.11 DIVING WORK TASKS ........................................................................................... 25 

 3.12 USING ENRICHED AIR NITROX (EAN) ............................................................... 27 

SECTION 4 TRAINING PLANS, ASSESSMENT AND PLANNED EXPERIENCE 

 4.1 DEVELOPING THE TRAINING PLAN ................................................................... 29 

 4.2 METHODS OF TRAINEE ASSESSMENT ............................................................... 30 

 4.3 STAFFING, EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES ......................................................... 32 

 4.4 PLANNED EXPERIENCE ........................................................................................ 38 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..................................................................................................................... 39 

 

 

 



AS/NZS 2815.6:2013 4 

COPYRIGHT 

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND 
 

Australian/New Zealand Standard 

Training and certification of occupational divers 
 

Part 6:  Restricted occupational SCUBA diver 
 

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

   SCOPE 1.1

This Standard specifies the training activities and competencies required for the training 

and certification of divers to work safely and competently at a limited range of underwater 

tasks as members of an occupational diving team using self-contained underwater breathing 

apparatus (SCUBA) (see Notes). 

The qualification in this Standard is intended to be the minimum qualification for 

occupational SCUBA diving but is not intended to equip occupational divers who may be 

engaged in more demanding tasks and environments, such as within the construction 

industry, military, police or emergency services (see Notes). 

Environmental working conditions for restricted occupational SCUBA divers should be 

limited to reasonably controlled environments that involve direct access to the surface, no 

planned decompression and minimal risk of underwater entrapment or unplanned 

decompression. 

Requirements and guidance for providers of restricted occupational SCUBA diver training 

are given in Section 4. 

NOTES:  

1 Many occupational diving operations will require additional underwater work skills to those 

listed in this Standard. Training and certification for occupational SCUBA divers who can 

undertake a wider range of underwater tasks is covered in AS 2815.1. 

2 Attention is drawn to the requirements of AS/NZS 2299.1, AS/NZS 2299.2 and of regulatory 

authorities which may limit the depths and times of diving with no compression chamber 

facilities. 

3 For the purposes of this Standard, only open-circuit scuba is considered either using air or 

enriched air nitrox. This Standard is not intended to train divers in the use of closed circuit or 

rebreather diving systems. 

4 This Standard is not intended to train divers for surface supply diving, construction diving or 

diving in hazardous diving conditions. Hazardous diving conditions include the following: 

(a) Risk of entanglement – diving in and around nets and cages, multiple ropes and lines, 

tree branches, man-made underwater structures such as shipwrecks, sunken vehicles, or 

other sunken material. 

(b) Diving in an overhead environment, without vertical access to the surface. 

(c) Highly limited or zero visibility. 

(d) Work near outflow or inflow to pipes. 

(e) Diving in currents or fast flowing creeks, rivers and drains. 

(f) Diving associated with setting of weights or moorings or use of lifting devices for 

anything other than fish or shellfish. 

(g) Work in high boat traffic areas such as navigation channels, entries to marinas, 

operational ports. 

(h) Use of plant powered from the surface. 
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