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This Australian Standard  was prepared by the Standard Reference Committee SRC AS4708 of 
Australian Forestry Standard Limited.  As an accredited Standards Development Organization, 
Australian Forestry Standard Limited develops and publishes Australian Standards.  This Standard 
was endorsed on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 17 May 2013.  It was published on 
23 August 2013. 

_________________ 

 

The following are represented on the Standards Reference Committee responsible for this Australian 
Standard : 

 Association of Accredited Certification Bodies (AACB) 
 Australian Forest Growers (AFG) 
 Australian Forest Products Association (AFPA) 
 Australasian Pulp and Paper Industry Technical Association (APPITA) 
 Balkanu Cape York Development Corporation. 
 Construction Forestry Mining Energy Union (CFMEU) 
 Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO) 
 Ecological Society of Australia (ESA) 
 ForestWorks 
 Greening Australia Limited 
 Independent Forest Policy and Forest Science Experts 
 Institute of Foresters Australia (IFA) 
 Planet Ark 
 Timber Communities Australia (TCA) 

 

_________________ 

 

Australian Forestry Standard Limited wishes to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals 
that contributed to the development of this Standard through their representation on the Committee. 

 

_________________ 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Australian Standards  are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems.  To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions are 
published.  Between editions, amendments may be issued.  Standards may also be withdrawn.  It is 
important that readers assure themselves they are using a current Standard, which should include 
any amendments that may have been published since the Standard was published. 

Detailed information about Australian Standards , drafts, amendments and new projects can be 
found by visiting www.standards.org.au. 

Australian Standards  developed by Australian Forestry Standard Limited are updated, according to 
the need by amendments or revision.  Australian Forestry Standard Limited welcomes suggestions for 
improvements, and encourages readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities.  Contact us by email at info@forestrystandard.org.au or write to PO Box 7031, 
Yarralumla, ACT 2600. 
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Section A 
The Australian Standard® for Sustainable Forest Management 
 

FOREWORD 

The certification of a group of forest owners is an approach to forest certification which 
allows forest owners to become voluntarily certified under one certificate and share the 
financial obligations arising from forest certification as well as the common responsibility for 
forest management.  This approach aims at improving information dissemination and co-
operation in forest management among individual forest owners and reduces the risk of non-
compliance. 

INTRODUCTION 

The objective of the Australian Standard® (AS 4708-2013) for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AFS) is to provide forest managers and forest owners with economic, social, 
environmental and cultural criteria and requirements that support the sustainable management 
of forests for wood production. 

Independent, third-party Certification against the AFS provides a clear and unambiguous 
statement that wood production in a particular defined forest area was managed in accordance 
with a set of predetermined and clearly defined environmental, economic, social and cultural 
performance requirements that support sustainable management of forests. 

Guidance for native forest and plantation ownerships to the AFS is provided by Guideline 
GN01. 

In Australia there are significant numbers of small forest holdings.  The limited financial 
income of small forest owners; periodicity of their management activities and revenues; 
limited access to information and knowledge; as well as limitations relating to their 
conformity with some of the criteria for sustainable forest management which cannot be 
achieved in small forest areas, represent significant barriers to forest certification. 

This Guideline has been prepared to assist forest managers and forest owners of small scale 
native forest and plantations in developing and adopting an operational group management 
system that would aim at meeting the requirements of independent third party certification to 
AFS.  It is informative only and provides information for forest owners and auditors.  
Alternative methods may be suitable for forest managers to demonstrate the control required 
to meet the AFS. 


