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Preface
This Standard was prepared by the Australian members of the Joint Standards Australia/Standards
New Zealand Committee SF-034, Portable Ladders, to supersede AS/NZS 1892.5:2000.

After consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an Australian/New
Zealand Standard.

The objective of this Standard is to provide minimum requirements and recommended safe practices
for the selection, use and maintenance of portable ladders in order to minimize the risks for those who
use, work with or are near portable ladders.

This Standard is Part 5 in a series of Standards covering the safe design, manufacture and use of
portable ladders. Other Standards in the series are as follows:

AS 1892.1, Portable ladders, Part 1: Performance and geometric requirements
AS 1892.2, Portable ladders, Part 2: Timber

The major changes in this edition are as follows:

(@ Significant update of general recommendations common to portable ladders, see Section 2.
(b) Addition of recommendations for trestle ladders, see Clause 2.12.

(0 Addition of recommendations for fall arrest equipment, see Clause 2.14.

(d) Addition of safety information, see Clause 2.15.

© Standards Australia Limited 2020



ii AS 1892.5:2020

Contents
0 =Y & 1 OO ii
Section 1 SCOPE ANA EMETAL ...
1.1 ScOpe .
1.2 Application.........c....
1.3 Normative references
1.4 Terms and definitions
Section 2 COomMMON GUIA@IIIIES .............ooooii e
2.1 P IIICIPIES oot 88585
2.2 Handling OF TAAET'S . ...t
2.2.1 Care in handling and setup
2.2.2 Care during transport ...
2.3 Pitchangle ...
2.4 Footing.......
2.5 Topofladder......n
2.6 USINg @ 1adder t0 GaAIN ACCESS ...ttt
2.7 CHIMDING TAAAET'S oottt
2.8 Ladders used near door openings ..................
2.9 Working on ladders ...
2.10 Movement on ladders
2.10.1 Number of persons on a ladder
2.10.2 Number of ladders ...
200 SEEP LAAAOTS e
00 Y B <11 o (<30 = U U U] o=
2.13 Use of ladders to support working platforms
2.13.1  Self-Supporting Jadders ...
2.13.2 Non self-supporting ladders ...
2.13.3 Improper use
2.14 Use of fall arrest
2.15  SAfEtY INEOTTIIATION ..o
Y <Totm (0 s TS J Y (=Y = 1 10 B T 6 (=)
IS0 N 23 =Yoo otz | B o = V2= ) o £
3.2 Maintenance
3.3 INSPECHION. oo
3.4 Tipping over, and other impact damage
3.5 EXPOSUIe t0 fir€. ...
3.6 Corrosive substances..
3.7 SEOT@EE ..o
Section 4  NON-METALLIC LAAET'S.............cccccoooooeoeeeeeeee oo
g S |V = 1 1 =) = ) o o <000
4.2 INSPECHION. ..o
4.3 Tipping over, and other impact damage
4.4  EXPOSUTe tO fire ..
4.5 Corrosive substances..
BB STOTQEE ootk
SECtioN 5 TIMDEE TAAAEI'S.........ooooo oo
5.1 Electrical hazards
5.2 Hot conditions......
5.3 Maintenance......
5.4 Coating of stiles....
TR TN 051y oYYt 0 ) o TSSO
5.6 Tipping over, and other imPact dAMAZE ... e 15
5.7 Corrosive substances
5.8 SO .



AS 1892.5:2020 iv

Bibliography
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Australian Standard®

Portable ladders
Part 5: Selection, safe use and care

Section1 Scope and general

1.1 Scope

This Standard sets out the minimum requirements and recommended safe practices for the selection,
use and maintenance of portable ladders.

The requirements of this Standard need not apply where safe work procedures that are equivalent or
superior to this Standard are in place.

1.2 Application

General recommendations common to the selection, use and maintenance of portable ladders are given
in Section 2, while specific recommendations and requirements for ladders predominantly constructed
from a particular material are given in the following Sections:

(@ Metal ladders, see Section 3.
(b) Non-metal ladders, see Section 4.
(o) Timber ladders, see Section 5.

Section 2 shall be read in conjunction with the relevant Section relating to the type of ladder being used.

1.3 Normative references
There are no normative references in this document.

NOTE Documents referenced for informative purposes are listed in the Bibliography.

1.4 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

1.4.1

competent person

person who has acquired through training, qualifications or experience, or a combination of these, the
knowledge and skills enabling that person to perform a specified task

1.4.2
may
indicates the existence of an option

1.4.3
shall
indicates that a statement is mandatory

1.4.4
should
indicates a recommendation
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