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Preface

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee EL-
004, Electrical Accessories, to supersede AS/NZS 3122:2015.

AS/NZS 3122:2015 will remain current for 12 months after the date of publication of this standard and 
after this time it will be superseded by AS/NZS 3122:2021. Regulatory authorities that reference this 
standard in regulation may apply these requirements at a different time. Users of this standard should 
consult with these authorities to confirm their requirements.

The objective of this standard is to provide the Australian and New Zealand electrical industry with 
requirements and test methods for socket-outlet adaptors.

This standard shall be used in conjunction with the latest edition of AS/NZS 3100 with its amendments. 
It was established on the basis of AS/NZS  3100:2017, Approval and test specifications—General 
requirements for electrical equipment. This document includes undated references to AS/NZS 3112:2017 
Figure 2.1. If AS/NZS 3112 is revised, users should refer to the AS/NZS 3112 figure titled “Dimensions 
of plugs”. The purpose of this series is to outline conditions to prove the safety of electrical equipment 
in Australia and New Zealand. Only safety matters and related conditions are covered.

The essential safety requirements in AS/NZS 3820, Essential safety requirements for electrical equipment, 
that could be applicable to socket-outlet adaptors are covered by this standard taken in conjunction 
with any other relevant requirements affecting safety.

This standard was revised to introduce the following technical changes to Appendix A, which specifies 
additional requirements for travel adaptors:

(a)	 Modification of the definition of “travel adaptor”.

(b)	 Clarification of the socket portion requirements.

This standard does not include all the necessary conditions of a contract.

The term “normative” has been used in this standard to define the application of the appendix to which 
it applies. A “normative” appendix is an integral part of a Standard.
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Australian/New Zealand Standard

Approval and test specification — Socket-outlet adaptors

1 Scope and application

1.1 Scope

This standard specifies requirements for socket-outlet adaptors, as defined in Clause  3, for use at 
low voltage.

NOTE Rewireable socket-outlet adaptors are only accepted in New Zealand.

1.2 Application

1.2.1 General requirements of AS/NZS 3100

This standard shall be read in conjunction with AS/NZS  3100 and the appropriate provisions of 
AS/NZS  3100 shall apply to the construction of a socket-outlet adaptor and the insulation and 
safeguarding of parts which normally carry current.

1.2.2 Specific requirements of this standard

A socket-outlet adaptor shall be deemed to conform to this standard only if it conforms to all 
requirements of this standard and passes the specified tests.

For travel adaptors, see Appendix A.

2 Normative references

The following standards are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this standard:

AS/NZS 3100, Approval and test specification — General requirements for electrical equipment

AS/NZS 3112, Approval and test specification — Plugs and socket-outlets

AS/NZS 3121, Approval and test specification — Insulating mouldings

IEC/TR  60083, Plugs and socket-outlets for domestic and similar general use standardized in member 
countries of IEC

BS 1363, 13 A plugs, socket-outlets, adaptors and connection units

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
aperture set
active, neutral and earth (where applicable) pin apertures on a socket outlet

3.2
may
indicates the existence of an option
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