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This AMPP Guide represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the Guide or 
not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance with 
this Guide. Nothing contained in this AMPP Guide is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, 
to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent, or as indem-
nifying or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent. This Guide represents minimum require-
ments and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. Neither is this 
Guide intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate the usefulness of 
this Guide in specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of this Guide by other 
parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP in accordance with its 
governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual volunteers.

Users of this AMPP Guide are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory docu-
ments and for determining their applicability in relation to this Guide prior to its use. This AMPP Guide may not necessar-
ily address all potential health and safety problems, or environmental hazards associated with the use of materials, 
equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this Guide. Users of this AMPP Guide are also responsible for 
establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with appropriate regula-
tory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory requirements prior to the use 
of this Guide.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: Guides may be revised or withdrawn at any time in accordance with AMPP standards commit-
tee procedures. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP Guides may receive current in-
formation on all AMPP publications by contacting the AMPP Customer Support Department, 15835 Park Ten Place, 
Houston, TX 77084-5145 (Tel: +1 281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org).

AMPP values your input. To provide feedback on this guide, please contact: standards@ampp.org
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1:  Scope

1.1	 This guide describes methods of paint removal, containment systems, and procedures for minimizing or pre-
venting emissions from escaping the work area, and procedures for assessing the adequacy of the controls 
over emissions.

1.2	 The containment systems are categorized in up to four classes per type of paint removal method, based on 
the extent to which emissions are controlled.

1.3	 This guide is primarily intended for use with steel structures; however, some of the methods and materials may 
be suited for use on concrete, aluminum, wood, or other materials of construction.

1.4	 This guide is intended for use by facility owners, specifiers, designers, and contractors. It may also be used by 
other interested parties. National and local regulations may apply when this guide is used outside the U.S.

1.5	 A discussion of ventilation is included in the guide to assist users in both controlling emissions to the environ-
ment, and in enhancing worker protection and visibility within the containment. It is important to recognize that 
ventilation systems alone may or may not be sufficient to fully protect workers when the paint being removed 
contains lead or other toxic metals, and additional work practice and/or administrative controls and respirato-
ry protection may be required to control worker exposures. Requirements or evaluation methods for worker 
health and safety are outside the scope of this guide. 

NOTE: 	 When toxic metals are referenced in the guide, lead is often used as the example. This should not 
be construed to imply that lead is the only toxic metal contained in paints or abrasives, or that lead 
is the only toxic metal addressed in regulations. A number of toxic metals may be present in paint 
and abrasives, and regulations are available to address many of them.

	

2:  Description and Definitions

2.1	 General: During surface preparation, airborne particulate matter and debris from the removal of paint (par-
ticularly paints containing lead, cadmium, and chromate pigments) can contaminate the air, soil, and water 
surrounding work sites. The potential environmental hazards are reduced by minimizing or eliminating the 
airborne particulate matter, and by containing and collecting the debris. Controlling airborne particulate matter 
and other emissions may be necessary to comply with federal, state, and local regulations.

2.2	 Outline of Guide

2.2.1	 Procedures included in this guide:
	▪ Selecting Methods of Surface Preparation and Debris Collection (Section 4.1)
	▪ Specifying Containment Systems (Section 4.2)
	▪ Selecting Methods for Assessing the Quantity of Emissions (Section 4.3)
	▪ Implementing Containment Project (Section 4.4)

2.2.2	 The guide also includes descriptions and commentaries on:
	▪ Methods of Coating Removal (Section 5.1)
	▪ Methods of Collecting Debris (Section 5.2)
	▪ Containment Enclosure Components (Section 5.3)
	▪ Ventilation System Components (Section 5.4)
	▪ Methods for Assessing Quantity of Emissions (Section 5.5)


