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This Australian Railway Standard AS 7642 was prepared by the RISSB Turnouts Development Group. It was signed
off by the RISSB Turnouts Development Group and Infrastructure Standing committee in May 2013 and subsequently
by the Development Advisory Board (DAB) in June 2013. The DAB confirmed that the process used to develop the
standard was in accordance with the RISSB accredited development process. On the 05" June 2013 the RISSB
Board approved the Standard for release. This Standard was published on the RISSB website (www.rissb.com.au) on
the 15™ August 2013.

/

Kevin Taylor
Chief Executive Officer
Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board

The following organisations were represented on the RISSB Turnouts Development Group :
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This Standard was issued on two occasions for open review was independently validated before being signed off and
the approvals were granted.

RISSB wish to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals that contributed to the development of this
Standard through their representation on the committees and through the open review periods.

Keeping Standards up-to-date

Australian Standards developed by RISSB are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are reviewed every five years, and new editions are published.
Between editions, amendments may be issued.

Australian Standards developed by RISSB may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current RISSB Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been published
since the Standard was published.

Information about Australian Standards to be developed by RISSB, drafts, amendments, and new projects can be
found by visiting www.rissb.com.au

RISSB welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to notify it immediately of any apparent
inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at rissb@rissb.com.au or write to Rail Industry Safety and
Standards Board, PO Box 4608, Kingston, ACT 2604

© RISSB ABN 58 105 001 465 Page 1 Accredited Australian Standards Development Organisation


http://www.rissb.com.au/
http://www.rissb.com.au/
mailto:vgoudman@rissb.com.au

((D RAIL INDUSTRY SAFETY AS 7642: 2013
N IDDID // ANDSTANDARDSBOARD

AS 7642: 2013

Australian Standards® developed by RISSB

AS 7642:2013

Australian Railway Infrastructure — Turnouts and Other Special Trackwork

First published as AS 7642: 2013

Copyright
RISSB

All rights are reserved. No part of this work may be replaced or copied in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, without the written permission of RISSB.

Published by Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board (RISSB) ABN: 5810-5001-465
P O Box 4608, Kingston, ACT, Australia 2604

ISBN 978-1-74342-574-9

© RISSB ABN 58 105 001 465 Page 2 Accredited Australian Standards Development Organisation



\ / RAIL INDUSTRY SAFETY Australian Track and Infrastructure Standards
\ | \_J / AND STANDARDS BOARD AS 7642 Turnouts and Other Special Trackwork

Important Notice and Disclaimer

The Rail Industry Safety & Standards Board (‘RISSB’) provides a range of template products,
collectively called the ‘RISSB Products’, including:

e Standards;

e Codes of Practice;
e Rules;

e Guidelines; and

e Handbooks.

The purpose of RISSB’s Products is to provide general good practice guidance for use by
organisations engaged in, or providing services to those engaged in, railway operations in
Australia (the ‘Users’).

RISSB Products have not been tailored to fit or address the individual circumstances of any
organisation. They are adopted by Users at their own risk.

Responsibility rests with the User, should it choose to adopt a RISSB Product, to ensure that
the RISSB Product is safe for use in the specific User’s operations.

This will include undertaking a risk assessment. Reliance must be placed on the User's own
enquiries and assessment rather than the RISSB Product.

RISSB and all persons acting for RISSB in preparing a RISSB Product disclaim any and all
liability or responsibility to any person for any consequences arising directly or indirectly from
the use by Users of the RISSB Product in whole or in part, and whether or not in conjunction
with, or as a supplement to, the guidelines which the Users currently use.

Adherence to the RISSB Products does not ensure compliance with any relevant law, national
guidelines, standards and codes of practice.

Due to the diverse operating environments within the rail industry, strict and technical
compliance with RISSB Products may not always be possible by organisations.

Users are responsible for making their own enquiries in relation to compliance with national
standards, guidelines and codes of practice.

While all reasonable care has been taken in the preparation of RISSB Products, RISSB is an
industry association, not a legal practitioner, and therefore it makes no representation that, and
gives no warranty or guarantee that, RISSB Products are an accurate representation of the law
or fit for any individual circumstances. RISSB (including all persons acting for, or on behalf of,
RISSB in preparing and/or publishing RISSB Products) does not take any responsibility for loss
or damage suffered by any person resulting in any way from the use of, or reliance on, RISSB
Products.
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1 PREFACE

The aim of this Standard is to outline requirements that encourage rail organisations to adopt a
whole-of-life approach to the management of turnouts and other special trackwork. This
approach includes design, supply, construction, maintenance, decommissioning and disposal
for a range of operational track gauges used in Australia.

For the purposes of this Standard, all clauses containing the term ‘shall’ are considered
mandatory requirements, all clauses containing the term ‘should’ are considered
recommendations, and all other clauses are explanatory statements. This Standard also
highlights recommended and mandatory sections with (R) and (M) respectively alongside the
paragraph number.

All RISSB standards provide controls for hazards contained in RISSB’s hazard guideline. In this
particular standard, the reference number of the hazard being addressed is identified in
brackets at the end of each sentence (where appropriate). RISSB’s hazard guideline can be
found on the RISSB website at www.rissb.com.au.
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DISCLAIMER

This Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board (RISSB) Australian Standard on
Turnouts and Other Special Trackwork has been drafted for use by rail organisations
and the rail industry in Australia.

RISSB and all persons acting for RISSB in preparing the Standard disclaim any liability
or responsibility to any person for any consequences flowing from the use of this
document in whole or in part for any purpose other than the purpose of providing
comments to the RISSB on its content.

The document incorporates feedback from the Australian rail industry, and will be
finalised following further feedback on its accuracy and appropriateness.

Users of the Standard should be aware that, while using the Standard, they must also
comply with any relevant Commonwealth, State or Territory legislation relevant to their
operations.

Adherence to the Standard does not replace or exclude the application of such
legislative requirements.

Users are responsible for making their own enquiries in relation to the application of
legislation, and the framers of the Standard accept no responsibility in this regard.

Adherence to the Standard does not necessarily ensure compliance with all relevant
standards and codes of practice.

Users are responsible for making their own enquiries in relation to compliance with
relevant National standards and codes of practice.

While all reasonable care has been taken in the preparation of this Standard, it is
provided to rail organisations without any legal liability on the part of RISSB, and
RISSB [publisher, authors, consultants and editors each] takes no responsibility for
loss suffered by any person resulting in any way from the use of, or reliance on, this
publication.

Responsibility rests with the rail organisation to ensure that all aspects of the standard
are safe.
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